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The Service of the Denominational Journal 
By CHARLES N. WONACOTT, in The Continent 


One of the most effective ways of measuring the service rendered by any agent is to 
sum up and subtract that service from the common fund. If the religious journal should cease 
to appear among the general publications what would be lost? There would be discussions of 
general secular interest but there would be very little with particular reference to the work and 
progress of the Christian religion and morals. Some review articles might appear in propa- 
gation and defense of the Christian faith but these would be on such a high intellectual plane 
and so inclined to the abstract that the common business people could not read them gladly. 
The Trades Journals would give information and discussion of their various vocations but noth- 
ing would be said and no news would be expressed about the work of the Church. Congregations 
would never know what their brethren were doing and there would be isolation and narrow- 
ness. It would destroy fellowship and produce loneliness and-ennui. There would be journals 
of amusement like literature and jest of a purely worldly character but there would be no distinctly 
Christian stories nor accounts of home or foreign missions and no special Christian interest in 
children, Calendars from publishing houses and book reviews in daily papers and other journals 
would furnish reviews of general literature but there would be no exposition of worthy Christian 
books nor warnings against those bearing false teachings. There would be forums in daily 
papers where people would present their respective views and discussions on passing things, 
put there would be no forum where Christians could exchange ideals and express their approval 
or disapprobation. The death of men of the world would be promptly noted but there would 
be no attention paid to the departing of worthy saints who had given their lives to winning 
souls, helping men in the struggle and building noble character to the glory of God. When the 
Church needed to use co-operative schemes for the raising of funds or the achievement of other 
worthy objects, there would be no distinct printed page to which they could appeal for general 
information and the use of general plans. The ‘‘New York Christian Advocate’’ furnishes the 
information that in raising the great Methodist Centenary Funds the first district to go over 
the top was one in which their Church papers had the largest circulation. 

In a word, while the world would be alive with journals filled with worldly and secular 
things the voice of the Christian testimony.and fellowship would be hushed or confined to the 
living voice or the limited review designed only for the more educated people. Only the silenc- 
ing of a pulpit could equal the disaster to the Church which would arise from the weakening 
or disappearance of the denominational journal. We say denominational because a more general 
religious paper must necessarily be silent upon important points concerning which different 
views may exist. 

The religious paper is equal in its service to any other of the Church agencies at home 
or abroad save the direct preaching of the Gospel, and this is always first. 

In view of this large service which the denominational journal renders it must be said 
that it has never received the support which honestly belongs to it. It is now time in this 
age of publicity that this evil be corrected and that the Christian family paper receive a fair 
proportion of encouragement and support from the whole Church. 
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REFORMED CHURCH MESSENGER 


THE FORWARD MoveneNiay 


ALLENTOWN FOR THE MOVEMENT 


The Reformed Churches of the city of 
Allentown staged a grand Field Day for 
the Forward Movement on Sunday, De- 
cember 14. A local committee consisting 
of Rev. J. M. G. Darms, D. D., Frank 
Orner, president of the Consistorial Coun- 
cil of the city and Rev. 
had arranged for the presentation of the 
Movement from the pulpits of all the 
Churehes by ‘‘heralds’’ of the Movement 
as follows: Grace, Secretary E. M. Hart- 
man; Dubbs Memorial, Rev. Paul 8. Lein- 
bach, D. D.; St. James, Secretary George 
L. Omwake; Zion’s, Prof. H. M. J. Klein; 
St. Paul’s, Prof. Theodore F. Herman; 
Salem, Secretary E. M. Hartman; Emanuel, 
Prof. H. Me J. Klein; St. John’s, Prof, 
Theodore F. Herman; Christ, Secretary 
George L. Omwake; Trinity, Rev. Paul 8. 
Leinbach, D. D., St. Andrew’s, Executive 
Secretary Joseph H. Apple. 

There was a joint meeting of all the 
consistories of Allentown in Salem Church 
in the afternoon for conference with the 
secretaries regarding the objectives and 
methods of the Moyement. After brief 
addresses by Professors Klein and Her- 
man giving the background for the Move- 
ment in present world conditions and its 
great spiritual significance, Secretaries 
Hartman and Omwake took up in general 
discussion the practical aspects of the 
Forward Movement program as they relate 
themselves to the life of every congrega- 
tion. 

From the discussions and from inter- 
views with leading laymen, it was found 
that all the Churches of the city are throw- 
ing their energies into the Movement and 
that the Winter Program especially will be 
made fully effective. 

Allentown is one of the strongest centers 
in the Reformed Church, and the advanced 
position taken by the congregations of 
this city will have a stimulating effect 
throughout the denomination. All of the 
pastors and more than one hundred and 
twenty-five consistory men representing 
every congregation attended the afternoon 
conference. 


A SUCCESSFUL DINNER CONFERENCE 


It was a happy thought on the part of 
the Executive Secretary to have assem- 
bled at the City ‘Club, Philadelphia, 47 
members of the Reformed. Church, minis- 
ters, laymen and lay women, in attend- 
ance at the Interchurch World Movement 
Training School of Eastern Pennsylvania, 
at a dinner Thursday, December 11, 1919. 
The luncheon was given by the Forward 
Movement of our Church, but each dele- 
gate contributed the price of his cover 
to the Movement. 

It was a notable gathering. The Execu- 
tice Secretary presided and each of the 
four departmental secretaries with but 
one exception, was present. A regional 
secretary was also present, as were the 
Vice-President of the Commission, one 
of its members and a Synodical chairman. 
Five of the Forward Movement guests 
were women, and the representation of 
‘*live-wire’’ laymen was large. 

Dr. William E. Lampe, head of the De- 
partment of Stewardship of Life and Pos- 
sessions, who conducted the Interchurch 
World Movement Training School at the 
Chambers-Wylie Presbyterian Church, gave 
the first after-dinner speech, using for his 
subject, ‘‘Our Forward Movement; Its Re- 
ation to the Interchurch World Move- 


Robert M, Kern, 


ment.’’ Dr. Edward 8. Bromer, of the De- 
partment of Spiritual Resources and a 
leading figure in the Interchurch World 
Movement, also gave a talk, The Depart- 
ment of Field Work was represented by 
Prof. E. M. Hartman and in the absence 
of Dr. George L.. Omwake, head of the 
Department of Education and Publicity, 
Miss Alliene S. DeChant, his assistant, was 
ealled upon. 

Dr. GC. E. Creitz, Reading, Pa., Vice- 
President of the Forward Movement Com- 
mission, gave a brief talk. William F. De 
Long, regional secretary of the Hast, also 
spoke, as did Dr. John C. Bowman, of the 
Theological Seminary, Lancaster, Pa., and 
the Rev. Dr. C. B. Sehneder, Shamokin. 
One-minute speeches were also given by 
the following laymen: Theodore M. Wood, 
Chambersburg; F. E. Ammerman, Shamo- 


kin; E. S. Fretz, Pottstown; J. Edward — 


Omwake, Greencastle, and Milton Warner, 
Philadelphia. 

During the speech-making the latest Iit- 
erature of the Forward Movement was dis- 
tributed by Rev. Milton E. Whitener, For- 
ward Movement chairman of Potomac 
Synod. 

The two-hour ‘‘get together’? Forward 
Movement banquet, the spirit of which 
was inspiring and the results of which 
will be far-reaching, was 
prayer by Dr. Abner 8S. DeChant, a mem- 
ber of the Commission. 


READING HOLDS A GREAT MASS 
MEETING 


On Sunday evening, December 14, the 
Reformed Churches of Reading dispensed 
with their usual evening services and 
gathered for a mass meeting in Rajah 
Theater under the auspices of the Forward 
Movement. The interest which the Re- 
formed people in this stronghold of the 
Church have in the Forward Movement is 
evidenced by the attendance upon the 
meeting and the interest taken in the pro- 
gram. The auditorium of the theater, 
the largest in the city, was packed to the 
doors and for an hour and three-quarters 
listened with rapt attention to Dr. George 
W.. Richards and Dr. Charles E. Schaeffer, 
the ‘‘heralds’’? of the Movement sent 
thither to present the cause. 

Some weeks ago the ministers of Read- 
ing invited Forward Movement ‘‘heralds’’ 
to speak from their pulpits and two im- 


portant conferences of Church workers. 


were held. Extensive publicity was given 
the mass meeting in the city papers, and 
no detail of preparation was omitted un- 
der the eagle eyes of Doctors Creitz and 
Gramm, Reading’s representatives on the 
Forward Movement Commission. 


WORLD SURVEY CONFERENCE 


The call has been issued for a meeting 
to be known as the World Survey Oonfer- 
ence at Atlantie City, January 7-10, under 
the auspices of the Interchurch World 
Movement. It is signed by Robert Lan- 
sing, chairman, General Committee; John 
R. Mott, Chairman, Executive Committee; 
William Hiram Foulkes, Vice-Chairman, 
and 8. Earl Taylor, General Secretary. The 
purpose of the meeting is to bring together 
approximately one thousand recognized 
leaders of the various boards and societies 
of the evangelical Churches which are co- 
operating in the Interchurch World Move- 
ment in order that they may together face 


up to the wholeness of the task and the J 


elosed with: 


_ail gone. The last went out this m 


oneness of the task to- -day confrontines 
Protestant forces of America; to deter 
the general or united budget and to : 
the date for the united simultaneous in ate 
cial drive which the co-operating ageneic 
propose to conduct; to formulate and pre 
jeet plans for the campaign for life service oe : 
and funds; to afford adequate opportunity 
for each co- operating body, through bring- — 
ing to bear its experience and constructir 
criticism, to be a formative factor in de 
termining the policies through which t 
accomplish in largest measure the com- 
mon task; to bring to bear upon world een 
ditions the spiritual resources which 
at the disposal of a united, praying, 
lieving Church; and to mark the beg 
ning under God’s assured guidance of a 
new era of Christian enterprise in whiel 
the co-operating forcés of our comm I 
faith shall assume and justify world 
ership. 
Invitations have been sent, it is learne 
to about twenty representatives of 
various boards and agencies of the - 
formed Church in the United States by 
General Committee of the Interch 
World Movement, 111 Fifth avons 
York City. i 


BETHANY ORPHANS’ HOME 
Rev. W. F. More, D. D., Superinte 
Bethany Items 


Since the mailing of Christmas env. 
packages a few weeks ago there have 
a number of calls for more. Some 
ages must have gone astray. We 
more lots printed, but these too 


There might be further calls. If there 
any left over anywhere they es 
turned to us. 


All contributions from Decembenae 
April 1st will be considered Christi 
offerings. We hope they will be 
than ever this year. They certai 
needed. pe 


“~The next meeting of the Board of 
agers will be on Thursday, Januar 
All applications for admission shoul( 
me no later than January 6th, in 01 
receive consideration at this meeting 


Here comes a bunch of little girls: 
rosy cheeks and shining eyes. The 
from Frick Cottage. Each one wears 
rubber boots for wading through the 
—which they like to do. They have 
to tell me that they want sleds and 
that the boys have taken their sleds ¢ 
““Cutey,’? four years old, also i 
skates, 


My three helping Margarets: One i 
Margaret Cline, who helps the girl to kee 
the office clean. The other is 
Sherman, who helps at Applegat 
Her exceedingly careful wiping ¢ 


garet Peters, who helps everyw) 
now she is teaching school with 
ance of another girl, and they do 


There is some prospect of 
shoemending machinery conc 
we wrote a few weeks ago. 
will come soon. ~ Ss 


We wish all our rea 
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Propaganda 


ME are quite ready to find fault with false theories and unlawful methods, and we do not seem to 
ma 6grow weary in decrying the misguided zeal of propagandists who support ideas or systems dif- 
ferent from our own. It is difficult to find any one these days who does not resort to publicity 
in order to gain his point or to disarm opposition to his plans. Even the unspeakable Turk has 
been quite busy of late, flooding America with interviews and other press agent stuff designed to 
make him app-ar as a misjudged innocent, if not a veritable angel of light. We are quite well informed con- 
_ cerning the zeal of the proponents of certain modern cults which have made striking headway, whether it be 
’ the social theories of the Bolshevists and their ilk or what we are pleased to term the religious heresies of 
_ Christian Science, Russellism, and other similar systems. 


| = —__ Just recently a number of Protestant journals have been stressing the undoubted fact which Cardinal 
|‘ Gibbons is recently reported to have stated, that “the Roman Catholic Church is the only Church in Amer- 
ica that knows its own mind,” and these journals have insisted that Protestant agencies should no longer 

- work at cross purposes as a collection of isolated and ineffective units, but in the face of the undoubted 
~ Roman Catholic propaganda which has been making decided headway of late, “we Protestants need to put out 
- more literature of the first orde,, setting forth the fundamentals of our Protestant beliefs, exposing fallacies 
and sophistries, but in the main constructive in character, aiming to make a Protestant interpretation and 
application of the Christian religion intelligible, attractive and potent.” 


ve -~But what right have we to find fault with the zeal of those who believe in any of these doctrines which 

are different from our own? Instead of condemning them for their earnestness and fidelity in endeavoring 
= to give reasons for the faith that is in them, is it not about time that we get busy and prove that we have 
a some earnestness and zeal of our own? If we have the truth, let us be ready to confess it before men. Is not 


our real trouble to be found in the fact that so few of our people are indoctrinated, and, therefore, capable 
either of defending the faith against its adversaries or of making converts to it among the indifferent? As 
» long as we have in the Protestant Church so large a proportion of people who are not sufficiently interested 
in their religion to read about it, how can they be active and helpful agencies in propagating it? 


im tie In a day when so much poisoned seed is being sown into the minds and hearts of men, it is, indeed, a 

1 thousand pities that we have so little intelligence and so __ little desire to learn, among the rank and file of our 

_ membership. We quite agree that it is high time for the journals of Protestantism to co-ordinate their work 
and lead in a program of genuine and wholesome propaganda. Nevertheless, these journals will only 

shoot into the air if the people in our Churches do not read them. 

SP ae 


ude 


——s The Congregationalist, referring to the new life and purpose of the Roman Catholic Church in America, 

states the case admirably when it says, “This should not cause any Protestant reaction toward bigotry, but 
d be a spur to all Christian bodies.” But if we are to cope in any worthy way in effective propaganda 
de of the hosts who follow the leadership of the Pope, we must have a people who are more thor- 
ained in the fundamentals of the faith. We need more catechetical instruction, increased efficiency 
unday Schools, opportunities for weekday religious training of the children, and, above all, the spir- 
tio: of the home life of our people, which includes the setting up of a family altar and the reading of 


“i 
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faith prevail over its enemies. 
it in your own heart. 


for “the truth as it is in Jesus.” 


EDITORIAL 


A DANGEROUS EDUCATION 


In a scathing jeremiad, recently delivered before the 
Presbyterian Social Union of Philadelphia, Dr, Newell 
Dwight Hillis, of Plymouth Church, Brooklyn, blamed the 
evident “decline in morals” in America on the public school 
system, which, he declares, has been so maneuvered by 
Roman Catholic and Jewish influence as to have “every 
suggestion of a Christian or a moral sentiment weeded out 
of the children’s text books.” We are grateful for any 
prophetic voice which helps to arouse the American people 
to a sense of our serious peril. 

It is a shame to our Christian leadership that juvenile 
crime should continue to grow faster than the population 
and that so few of our people seem to be greviousty alarmed 
about it. Dr. Hillis referred to the decline in the nation’s 
literature so that novels which reek with animalism sell like 
whiskey used to do, and plays which are most obscene and 
unfit bring in the largest revenue. Although we cannot 
agree with his amazing estimate that there are as many as 
“5 000,000 aliens in this country who hate the government,” 
we can sincerely join in his appeal for a recrudescence of 


the Puritan spirit to counteract the Bolshevism and all | 


forms of violent radicalism that pervade the world. 
Dr. Hillis believes that the moral fiber of our people has 
been weakened because of a faulty school system. “We 

have 10,000,000 boys and girls coming to manhood and 
- womanhood in this country without having received any 
moral training in the schools,” he declares. “That is the 
reason why our jails are crowded; that is why the country 
has gone mad over jazz music; that accounts for the moral 
deterioration everywhere. Today’s newspaper announces 
that 125,000 divorce cases are before the courts of Paris, in- 
volving 650,000 iamilies. In the French capital every fifth 
family has been smashed up. Unless we bring about a rad- 
ical change in the training of our children we shall have 
similar conditions in this country.” 

The MEssENGER has often pointed out that education 
without religion is the most serious menace to a republic. 
To train a man’s intellect and pay no attention to his morals 
is to produce a more clever and more dangerous scoundrel. 
The man who is all head and‘ no heart is like an electric 
iight over a graveyard. It isa pity that, with all our vaunt- 
ed progress, there is not a more general agreement in the 
matter of reinforcing the moral sanctions in our public 
school curriculum. As the matter stands, about everything 
depends upon the personality of the teacher. A genuine 
Christian can pass on the spirit of the Master, even when 
the most important subjects are not included in the school 
curriculum. But, unfortunately, in too few cases do we 
have the outstanding Christian character or the disposition 
to use the teacher’s great opportunities for moral and spirit- 
ual ends. 

Years ago, when a rationalistic teacher of history i in one 
of our colleges was taken to task by the authorities for his 
failure to give a Christian interpretation of historical 
studies, he “promised to turn over a new leaf and is said to 
have acted upon that promise by occasionally announcing, 
thereafter, to his class: “Young gentlemen, we will now 
bring in a little religion by order of the Board of Trus- 
tees!’ So today the merely mechanical reading of the 

sible, and even technical training in ethics, may be utterly 
lifeless and valueless in the lives of the boys and girls. 
What is primarily needed is that we shall awake to a recog- 
niiion of our national peril and unite in securing a new 


If you want to sow the good seed of truth into other lives, you must first hat as 
The Bible and the Church paper, the Catechism and the Hymnal—this is, indeed, a 
quartet of necessities that ought to be exalted in every home. 


Then will we be equipped as propagandists: Fs 


evaluation of moral and religious instruction, so tha 
may not continue our fatal policy of a one-sided a1 
inadequate education which does more harm than good, — 


* * * 


A PATHETIC PLEA 


The London Mail publishes a letter from an “A 
ican” which is sad enough to make even a wooden Ind 
weep. We are not told whether this “American” is j 
distiller or brewer, or a high-priced lawyer. His p 
is to arouse “the fighting spirit of the British” agains 
tactics of “pussy-foot” Johnson and his colleagues 
have, with malice aforethought, set out to make 
Britain as dry as che American desert. This horrik 
spiracy against British independence is, however, ac 
to this ‘““Ametican,” so far advanced that it is alr 
late to stop it, and the chances are that in spite of all op 
tion, and in the face of eveiy heroic struggle for the : 
tenance of personal liberty, “Great Britain will 
national prohibition in effect before the end of 1923,’ 
ertheless, this pessimistic writer reveals between 
that he has some faint hope that the well-known inde 
ence of the British people will not permit them 
such a horror without a desperate struggle, and th 
will avoid “taking it sitting down” as we took it i 

This American declares that the result in our coun 
secured: by “the American Anti-Public House L 
fanatical organization backed by the thirty odd m 
Baptists, Methodists and Presbyterians in the ¢ 
tricts of the United States.” In their propage 
“appealed to the country people and practically left 
cities alone.” Farmers and the agricultural con 
are “much more easily reached by appealing to their s 
religious beliefs and are much more readily impres 
the specious arguments of the propagandists than 
keen minds of the inhabitants of large cities.” (Sic 

“Surely,” he says, “the average British subject do 
relish being dictated to by the country Churches 
United States!” And as a final clinching argume 
equaled dolefulness, he declares that “thousand 
icans are now leaving the United States for Eu 
taking billions of dollars with them.” This exodus 
erty-loving people who will have nothing more tc 
the United States because the United States has 
booze, has becom. so serious, he cries, “that the - 
government is now obliging all who leave the cOl 
show proof that they have paid their taxes during t 
year. These people are leaving a country whe 
ceives about 32s. 6d. for an eight-hour day, an 
leaving for very much the same reasons that 4 


ae ees in their homes ; and, =a the es 
the United States has only just begun.” 

Isn’t this sad? Pretty soon all the “wets” y 
their bags and hustle abroad. Those who have be 
ing about the high cost of real estate need wo 
America will soon be so empty that the few wh 
secure all the land they want for a small sum. 
unduly alarmed, fellow-citizens. After all 
“Reds” are exported to Russia, and all the “ 
fer bogze to America leave of their own free 
found that Old Glory will still wane: aa 
ance will not be affected one bitiig .) 
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es AN UNFINISHED TASK “So far as we can see it, the only question at Wash- 


7) 
-. As the old year dies, we should rejoice in God’s love 
and in the many opportunities which have been vouch- 
 safed to us to do His holy will. Every year is for the 

Christian a great chance to serve and we should never 

cease to be grateful for the many things it was possible 
to do, and for the few things we succeeded in doing of 
~ which we need not be ashamed and in which we can find 

the joy which always comes to those who try earnestly to 
glorify God and to serve mankind. But it is our duty also 
at the closing of the year to remember the things undone 
and to enter a new year with the holy resoluteness of 
_ purpose that we will not permit these derelictions to con- 
tinue. 

One special duty which we, as a people, have not as 
yet accomplished, is the duty of winning the War and 
securing the objects for which we professed to fight. 
Peace still seems to be a mirage, a will-o’-the-wisp that 
mocks us in the distance, and most pitiful and embarrass- 
img is the feeling that there is no great nation which 
appears to have interposed such serious obstacles to the 
attainment of a just peace as our own. 

. With what mingled feelings must one read such a 
_ Christmas appeal as comes from the Paris Temps, which 
declares that the world’s star of hope will be dimmed 7f, 
4 on Christmas Day, the United States alone refuses to make 
_ peace! “What a strange epilogue for the victory we won 
_ together,” cries the Temps. “This absence of the United 
States will be more than a paradox; it-will be also a 
cause of embarrassment for the Allies of Europe; it will 
a be a cause of damage for the Americans; and sees all, 


ree ence and with her pready resources to ees put peace in 
; oF su she gives life to the pcagiee of Nations, which is 


lt develop in international relations, destroying the evil 
- forces of the past. 


pun 


OSE See ee: 


nature of its: great representative.” 


then there will be a good chance that a new spirit ° 


COMMUNICATIONS 


ington is personal pride—a question of who will take the 
first step. Cannot they surmount quickly this last diffi- 
culty? How can we say, ‘Peace on earth, good will toward 
men,’ if we do not have American ratification at Christmas 
time?” 

But while the world is on fire, our petty politicians con- 
tinue to fiddle. Many of them are utterly oblivious of 
the tremendous interests involved. They sneer at religious 
appeals, and guffaw at idealism. Herbert Hoover says 
that from 15,000,000 to 20,000,000 of people in Central 
Europe are facing starvation, and from a selfish view- 
point we cannot expect to have peace and a recuperation 
of the world if we allow the creation of another cesspool 
like Russia. “TI d.n’t believe,’ he adds, “that we can, 
with such a surplus of breadstuffs in our hands, sit down 
in the United States and see millions of people starve 
merely because we exact cash instead of credit. Unless 
we take some immediate action in the matter, we shall 
have a breakdown of stable government in Central Europe.” 


How do Americans proud of our past record feel about 
the statement of Premier Lloyd George, the other day, 
that they had waited up to the minute they promised 
America, and have now concluded that “there is no pros- 
pect of America coming in.” Long have they hoped against 
hope “that the United States would not dishonor the sig- 
Peace with Turkey 

must proceed now, they feel, without help from America, 

as the hope that we would bear our fair share of that 
burden, probably by assuming an Armenian mandatory, 
seems tq have gone with the rest. Partisan and reactionary 
journals rejoiced in this as an evidence that Europe is 
“disillusioned,” and the U. S. will “not be burdened with 
any mandate or costly international obligation”; but how 
can Christians view it in any other light than as a stain 
upon our escutcheon, of which we shall long be ashamed? 
When the rest of the world approaches financial bank- 
ruptey, short-sighted and materialistic politicians are try- 
ing their best to establish a moral bankruptcy for this na- 
tion m the eyes of all the rest of mankind. Shall the 
spiritual forces of America yield an inch to such an un- 
worthy temper as this? 


Surely as this old year is closing, it is a good time for 
Christian people to pray and work that righteous principles 
ond spiritual ideals will prevail in the Government at 
Washington. 


‘AMEN’? 
the Rev. Joseph Fort Newton, D. D., 
. Litt. D. 


elieve ‘ ‘Messenger ’’ Seadees will 
‘ted in this “discourse, which 


mple, London, on November 9. Dr. 

¢ ‘Lynch, of New York, who was 

“ea Ie it ‘‘a great affirmation of 

ingulanly touching and fitting 
emarkable ministry.’’) 

g thi in ngs saith the Amen.’’— 


‘- 

her meaning as they 
they overflow and 
gs too deep for 
> did not mean 


eres’ 
he pastorate of Dr. Newton in the © 


echoes it brings back from the days agone. 
To-day, by common consent, we assign it 
to poetry, as being unspeakable save in 
the rhythm and melody of song. 

How much the word God meant when 
it was first spoken we do not know, but 
for us it gathers up into three letters the 
history of piety, the hauntings of the 
human heart in its highest aspirations. No 
other word has such far-reaching echoes, 
such exalted accent, such ineffable proph- 
“ecy. When we come to the end of thought, 
and sit down on the edge of the infinite, 
all we can do is to utter that one unutter- 
able name. No wonder St. Francis used 
to spend hours on his knees, asking for 
nothing, but just pouring out his heart in 
the word, ‘‘God, God, God!’’ All our 
human .faith and hope are in that word, 
and all the dreams lost on all the winds 


S of the- world. 


So it is with the ‘simple, tender, haunt- 
j ing marae ea ay first ei = sign of 


assent, chiefly in prayer, to the words of 
another, on the part either of an indi- 
vidual or of an assembly, it has come to 
stand as a gracious sentinel at the gate- 
way of silence. When we have uttered all 
that we can utter, and our poor words 
seem like ripples on the bosom of the un- 
spoken, somehow this familiar word gath- 
ers up all that is left—our dumb eries, our 
aching thoughts, our deepest longings 
and bears them aloft to the God wht hears 
and understands. In some strange way, 
we know not how, it speaks for us into 
the very ear of God those ineffable things 
for which we have no words in our stam- 
mering human speech. 

This is especially so for those refined 
spirits for whom religion is something more 
than a dogma or a form, something more 
than a mere sentiment, like that great 
man of science who once told me that his 
religion was all summed up in the grand 
Amens of the Church. It was so with 


. 
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it 
REFORMED CHURCH MESSENGER 


Stevenson, that awe-struck child of Divine 
mysteries, among whose thoughts wonder 
sat enthroned, and whose life, as he has 
told us, was like a well-handled ship, be- 
cause there stood at the helm ‘‘the un- 
known steersman whom we call God:’’ 
Once, when he was returning from the hills, 
he passed a wayside chapel and heard the 
echo of a sweet Amen from within, where 
the white faces of men, women and little 
children were bowed before the Unseen. 
He was a pilgrim in a strange land, but 
that Amen gave him a home feeling, and 
his soul knelt. 

There is a passage in ‘‘Pendennis’’ 
which it has never been possible for me to 
read aloud. It is when Arthur returns, a 
gay and careless prodigal to his mother, 
and together they go away into a little 
bedroom to talk. Somehow, the veils fell 
away, and mother and son understood each 
other, and the sorrowful estrangement 
which his waywardness had wrought melt- 
ed away. As they were talking the clock 
struck nine, and she reminded him how, 
when he was a little boy, she used to go 
up to his room at that hour to hear him 
say ‘Our Father.’? Once more the young 
man fell at her knees, and sobbed out the 
prayer which the Divine Tenderness ut- 
tered for us twenty ages ago. And as he 
spoke the last words of| the supplication, 
the head of the mother fell down on that 
of her boy, the gray hair mingling with 
the brown, and her arms closed round 
him, and together they repeated the words, 
‘¢for ever and ever, Amen.’’ 

Evermore ‘this stately word moves like 
a Presence in the midst. of our mortal 
days. At the marriage altar it speaks its 
blessing as young love walks toward. the 
bliss or sorrow of hidden years. It stands 
beside the cradle when we dedicate the 
little child to the holy life, mingling its 
kindly benediction with our vows; and 
at the grave side it utters its sad response 
to the shadowy Amen which death pro- 
nounces over our friends. When, in our 
turn, we see the end of the road, and 
would make a last will and testament, dis- 
posing of our savings to those whom we 
love, the old legal phrase asks us to repeat 
after it: ‘‘In the name of God. Amen.”’ 
And with us, as with Gerontius in his 
Dream, the last word gye hear when the 
voices of earth grow faint and the silence 
of God covers us, is the Amen. , 

With what impressive variations this 
great word echoes through the music of 
the Bible. We hear it afar in ‘‘the forest 
of the Psalms,’’ as chorus answers chorus 
antiphonally, where it is sometimes re- 
duplicated for emphasis, and sometimes ac- 
companied by a rubrical direction for use 
in public worship. As we follow it through 
‘¢that moving melody which is life,’’ a 
certain beautiful. mystery gathers and 
grows about it, like a river that deepens 
as it flows. In the conversations of Jesus 
we find a peculiar and striking use of the 
word, albeit hidden from us in the English 
version. His oft-repeated phrase, especial- 
ly in the Gospel of John, if translated 
rightly, would read: ‘‘Amen, amen, I say 
unto you.’’ Perhaps it was the impression 
made by ‘this idiom that suggested the 
words of the text wherein, by a flash of 


insight, the word Amen has become the 


name for Christ. 


_ Hear now what the Amen saith, so far as 


our broken words can tell it, leaving unut- 
terable things to ‘‘the God of the Amen.’’ 
To-night, in the City Temple, in St. Paul’s, 
in the Church of the Wisdom of God in 
Constantinople, in the country chapel, 
everywhere the world over men are lift- 
ing up hands of prayer. Upon this earth 
nothing is more eloquent than a company 
bowed in the presence of the Unseen. It 


bespeaks more of what man is, whence he 


“ 


came, and *Whither he tends, than all the . 


libraries record. Is religion only a romance, 


or is there a Reality answering to the — 


profound, pathetic, unquenchable yearnings 
of the human heart? Why do we live, and 
has our mortal life an immortal meaning 
some day to be realized, when the night 
is gone? Is it to be well with us, and 
with our kind, who grope here in the dim 
country of this world, and vanish? To all 
this eager, earnest aspiration Christ is the 
Divine Amen, the answer of God to the 
prayer of humanity. 

Never was the insight of St. Paul more 
luminous than in those great words in the 
second letter to the Corinthians: ‘‘For 
how many soever be the promises of God, 
in Christ is the Yes: wherefore *also 
through Him is the Amen, to the glory of 
God through us.’’ Write that text in your 
heart, and you will know that nothing is 
too good to be true, and that it does not lie 
within our power to dream a dream too 
fair for God to fulfil. Christ is the Divine 
Yes to all the high, haunting questions of 
faith and hope and love. This it was—the 
Divine Love which hovers over men as a 
holy dream, a flitting vision, and echoing 
voice—that Jesus incarnated in a form 
dross-drained and lovely, fulfilling the 
radiant intimations of the highest minds, 
and satisfying the God-lonesomeness of 
the race. To the weary, sorrowful world— 
troubled of heart, eating but still hungry, 
drinking but ever athirst—He came as the 
Revealer of God. He is ‘‘The Lost Chord?’ 
in the jangling music of the world, of 
whom we may say, as in the dear old poem 
we used to recite—wherein the singer was 
seated one day at the organ, weary and 
ill at ease, her fingers wandering idly over 
the noisy keys: 


**T know*not what I was playing, 

Or what I was dreaming then; 

But I struck one chord of music 
Like the sound of a great Amen. 


It flooded the crimson twilight 
Like the close of an angel’s psalm, | 
And it lay on my fevered spirit 
With the touch of an infinite calm. 


It quieted pain and sorrow, 
Like love overcoming strife; 

It seemed the harmonious echo 
From our discordant life.’ 


If we have ever heard that Amen—deep, 
clear, haunting—we can never be dissatis- 
fied again, nor can we be satisfied until 
we have heard it once more. A man can 
bear much—anything, perhaps—if he has 
the echo of that music in his heart. If, 
like Abt Vogler, he has once lived, even 
for a moment, in the house of melody, 
though silence resume her reign, he will 
be content to strike the common keys, and 
will not lose heart even when they sink 
to the minor chord. The Amen of God, 
the Divine Yes to our yearnings—this it 
is that links all perplexed meanings, and 
helps us to see, however dimly, or through 
a glass darkly, that a wise and holy pur- 
pose is being fulfilled through all the 
tragedy of the world; and having this sure 
token, we do not ask to see the distant 
scene. 


‘¢Enough that he heard it once: + 
We shall hear it by and by.’’ 


But if the Amen is the Divine assent to 
our aspiration, it must also be our assent 
to His way and His will—assent to His 
commands, as when the people stood at 
the foot of the Mount of the Law in the 


wilderness; assent to His providence, even | 
when a tender or terrible stroke bows us_ 


low. For that is the meaning of the word: 
So! it is, so be it, so mote it be. He 
a wise man, a brave man, who, baffled 


| aoe 


Or 


It is not mere submission, but a 
ance; not resignation, but reconcili 
and underneath it lies the faith—tr 


does nor suffers to be done, but 
would do or allow, could you bu 
end and all events as well as He. — 
There are those who say, wth B 
that, since God is in His heaven, : 
well with the world. That is true, 
far, but it is not the whole truth by 
leagues. God is not only in His h 
but in His earth—even in ‘‘the m 
scum of things’’—but it is facile 0] 
to say, in face of the horrors of 
that all is well. Others, taking hes 
of the dark fact, feel, or fear, that 
ill. But there is a truer, wiser, x 
vision which, forgetting no black 
sees through the shadow, and dares. 
firm, not that all is well, nor yet t 
is ill, but that all shall be well ‘* 
God hath made the pile complete.’’ At 
when humanity sees the purpos 
from the beginning, and the one 
Divine event to which the whole 
moves,’’ the final word of history 
an Amen! 4 


“‘Tt may be that only in hea 
I shall hear that grand Am 


Prayer 


O Divine Redeemer, Th 
strength and consolation, our 
and our hope in death—we pr 
the name of Jesus. Join ou 
the mighty company of thos 
in heaven who seek Thy 
Thy righteous will. Behold » 
Thy blessing which waits fo: 
our souls by Thy pure spirit, 1 
ship may be beautiful an 

Eternal Love, Eternal L: 
Thee for all the hours o 
enjoyed together in the Cit 
all the ineffable ministries o 
kindness. May the memory of 
make us eager for the bett 
hast for us, the deepe1 
vision, the nobler service 
grace, we may be counted w 
called the disciples of Jesus. 
“ God of the Prophets, w 
bless the City Temple, and a 
is a home of the soul; make i 
radiant and fruitful than 
been. May its fellowshi 
holy with Thy presence, and 

‘throne of vision and pow 

God-illumined teacher of th 
in Jesus, and may the gosp 
glorified to the healing of h 
. Whatever else Thy sove 
grant us, our Father, the o 
which we have no words - 
ask, and no songs pure enous 
Thee—the blessing of Thyself 
to the end, may we live 
spirit of Jesus, gratefully 
heroically faithful to — 
gather us home on hap: 
us with Thyself and wi 
His name, Amen. 
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After an angel of 
shepherds, bringing ti 
that a Saviour had bee 
of the sign, and tl 

t pre 


would be made in spirit and prayer, but we 
can go just as earnestly and completely 
as the shepherds did 1,900 years ago. 

For us to go to Bethlehem, the first thing 
we must do is to believe. The shepherds 
believed the angel; they believed a Saviour 
was born. We, too, must believe that the 
Christ-child is the Saviour of men and 
homes and nations. We must believe He 

1 saves us from our sins. ‘‘She shall bring 

: forth a Son and thou shalt call His name 
Jesus, because He shall save His people 
from their sins.’’ We must believe that 
He is the true Light, which lighteth the 
life of every man that cometh into the 
world. As we make our journey to Bethle- 
hem, we must believe we shall find the 
“Son of God and the Saviour of men, and 
then we too shall return glorifying and 
praising God for that which we have heard 
and seen. Our glorification and praise will 
be more than a boast; it will be an echo 
of the angelic song, in terms of life and 
love. 

The shepherds made haste in their pil- 

grimage. They not only believed, but 


made good their belief with action. We, » 


too, must put into practice the virtues and 
principles we see exemplified in Him who 
was sent that we might have life and 
have it abundantly. What an opportune 
time is the Christmas season to have these 
virtues given new life within our hearts. 
As we, this Christmas season, make our 
pilgrimage to the throne of the world in 
i Bethlehem’s stable, let there be a rebirth 
of the Christ-like virtues within our lives— 
those virtues which we use in everyday 
life, the ones that are so common that we 
often fail to appreciate their value and 
beauty. 


Be eae, Christ a thousand times in Beth- 
___lehem be born,’ 

_ If He’s not born in thee, thy soul is still 

forlorn. ” 


a ‘Wo should therefore hasten to the feet 
ry of the Christ-child, the Prince of Peace. 
x . Perhaps never before has the world looked 
more earnestly for a Prince of Peace. 
een that nations would go even unto 
Bethlehem to seek Him. However, we must 
first usher Him into our own hearts and 
homes and thus prepare the way for the 
nations to pay homage to the Herald of 
peace and good-will. In our seeking the 
Prince born in Bethlehem the law of na- 
ture holds good—first the blade, then the 
ear, then the full corn in the ear—first the 
‘heart, then the home, then the hamlet, then 
the higher halls of humanity. What a 
_ ‘heavenly pilgrimage it would be if all 
people everywhere woud hasten to bring 
their lives to the sacred shrine of the 
_ Christ-child as the wise men brought: their 
gifts. v 
With the many perplexing problems of 


_ nouncement of the birth of the Prince of 
pipes make anymore impression on the 
_ world and clic the final solution of 
‘our problems more fully than in the past? 
ill men go to Bethlehem as the shepherds 
id? Do men want to go to Bethlehem 
o find the great Counsellor? 
fortunately, the announcement of the 
gf God to the world has made little 
pe upon the living and acting of 
They do not follow the gleam 
ar of Ue ie as By men of old 
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God for the things we have seen and 
heard, This is not a mere conjecture, but 
has been proven true time and time again. 
We see this inevitable glorification in the 
‘lives of sincere followers of the Christ- 
child. Men and women in terms of life 
and service have expressed their hearty 
thanks for the privilege of a pilgrimage 
to Bethlehem, by walking before God and 
man in holiness and righteousness all their 
days. 

Shall we follow the shepherds to Bethle- 
hem and return with a clearer vision and 
a holier joy? Shall we permit the Christ- 
child to be borh anew and grow and in- 
crease in wisdom and stature within us? 

Let us pray that such may be the ex- 
perience of many this Christmas season! 


‘*Q, Holy Child of Bethlehem, 
Descend to us, we pray; 
Cast out our sin and enter in, 
Be born in us to-day.’’ 
Marysville, Pa. 


CHRISTMAS PRAYER 
By George H. Lorah, D. D., Litt. D. 


Not mine to watch upon dear Bethlehem’s 
hill, 
Nor hear the music of that midnight still; 
Let me the rather watch and pray each 
day, 
And. hear life’s music wrought on duty’s 
, way, 
Dear Lord. 


Not mine to reach Thee-from far-distant 
lands, 
Or journey to Thy side o’er desert sands; 
Be mine the gladness to behold Thy face 
In street and lane and near-by lowly place, 
Dear Lord. 


) 
1 


Nor mine to worship as those men of old, 
And give Thee myrrh and frankincense and 
gold; 


? y 
- Let me the rather take this heart of mine, 
This wayward heart, and make it ever 


Thine, 
‘ Dear Lord. 


Not ours the joy of that first Christmas 
Eve 

Not we the first to see Thee and believe, 

But humbly following , where those others 
led, a 

We love and worship Hough the years 
have sped, 
Dear Lord. 


s —Christian Advocate 


LIVING IN THE CHRISTMAS SPIRIT 
By the Rev. Walter 0. Pugh 


Christmas is the most joyous season of 
all the year. It is the glad anniversary 


‘of the day when the Saviour of Man- 


kind was born. The more fully we grasp 


- the meaning of Christ for the world, the 


deeper our Christmas joys. The good tid- 
ings of great joy, which that heaveuly 
messenger brought to those humble shep- 


herds as they watched their flocks by 
- night were meant for all mankind. But 


by the many they are rejected. Christ the 
Lord is neglected and disowned. ‘‘He 
came unto: His own and they that were 
His own received Him not.’’? There is 
no room in their lives for the Babe of 
Bethlehem. They observe the day by 
Bigg dissipation and self-indulgence. 


“Not. sticks room for our Lord Jesus, 
Has there been or is there now; 
Room for Pilate and for Herod— 


— Not for Him of ceiver. 


pleasure’s “door wide open 
iess—but for: bate 


Let us then, as Christian men and wom- 
en, at this Christmas season, look again 
into the face of our living Lord and see 
if, like the beloved apostle John, we can 
behold His glory, ‘‘The glory as of the 
only begotten of the Father, full of grace 
and truth. nt 

Christ revealed to us the Father God, 
showed to us the higher destiny of man, 
and introduced us into the fellowship of 
the Kingdom. This revelation of God, 
Christ gave to us not merely by His teach- 
ings concerning God. They are, indeed, 
most excellent. But in and of themselves 
they do not fully reveal God. Only per- 
sonality can reveal personality. It is in 
what Jesus Himself was and is that we 
find the full revelation of God. ‘‘His 
dynamie lies not simply in the message He 
proclaimed, but in the fact that He actual- 
ly lived out that highest ideal for man. 
The glory of Géd in our own day will be 
shown as we live out the spirit of Jesus, 
which was one of service, sacrifice and 
love.’’? Great as is our reverence for the 
teachings of the Bible, it is not sufficient 
for us merely to spread the Gospel mes- 
sage by word of mouth; it must be em- 
bodied in our own lives. Jesus said, ‘‘I am 
the Way, the Truth, the Life.’’ His Way 
must be our way, His Truth our truth, 
His Life our life. No man will listen to 

words if the character and daily walk be- 
hind the words belie the speakers testi- 
mony. Emerson was right when he said, 
“‘What you are speaks so loud I cannot 
hear what you say.’’ 

Have you ever heard of the unwritten 
gospel? We speak of the four gospels; the 
gospel according to St. Matthew, St. Luke, 
St. Mark and St. John. The gospels are 
not only four, but. there are thousands 
and thousands of gospels. There is a gos- 
pel according to you. ‘ 


“¢There’s a gospel according to you, 


Men are reading ev’ry day; 
Ass#hey read it according to you, 
Do they find the heav’n-ward way? 


“Tt off followed the gospel by you, 
Would it lead them to the bord? 
If they lived it according to you, 
Would they have a great reward? 


pa you easing some other one’s load e 
By your living day by day? 

Are you smoothing the other man’s road, 
Helping him along the way? ° 


‘‘There’s a gospel according to you; | 
Are you! always to Jesus ia § 
Do men see today that better way, 
» In the gospel according to yout? i 


Christ made no provision for written 


testimony, but is depending upon us to be 


living witnesses for Him. He insists upon 
living personalities. ‘‘Ye are the salt of 
the earth.’’ ‘‘Ye are the light of the 
world.’’ ‘‘Let your light so shine before 
men, that they may see your good works 
and glorify your Father ,which is in 
Heaven.’’ I wish I could write this fact 
indelibly upon the hearts of all, that the 
embodiment of the character of God in 
the common life of man has always and 
will always produce transforming power. 
The mind of Christ must actually be ex- 
pressed in action if the world is to be won 
for Jesus: The thing that Japan needs, 
the thing that America needs, is reality 
in evety professing Christian. 

‘«Worth a dozen sermons was the simple 
act of a missionary in Japan. While he 
was riding in his jinriksha one. day, his 
coolie stumbled, fell, and broke his leg. 
‘Without hesitation the missionary put the 
coolie in the carriage and, taking his 
place between the shafts, bore him back 
eleven miles to their starting point.’’ 

Jesus proved to the world that our 
ea teat Father was a God of love—a 


e 
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God who longs to help us reach the high- 
est good, a God who wants us to become 
like Him. The great ideal which Jesus 
brought into the world was a way of liv- 
ing together which should be God-like. 
It was not simply a way of living, but a 
way of living together. This is the King- 
dom of God. This is the fellowship of the 
Kingdom in which He wants all mankind. 
‘‘Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done in 
earth as it is in Heaven.’’ It is a dazzling 


A Symposium for Reformed Church Homes, Which Tells Something About. What the . “Messenger” Has - 4 
Meant in the Lives of Some of the Leaders of Our Church ef 


Our hearts go out in gratitude for the 
gracious testimonials which follow on 
these pages. Surely there is no need for 
us to add a word. No family in our 
Church can afford to ignore what such wit- 
nesses as these say; no parents who truly 
love their children should close their 
hearts to so impelling a challenge. We 
believe such testimony could be multiplied; 


OUR CHURCH PAPER 
By the Rev. Hillis N. Kremer, D. D. 


It is with pleasant and almost sacred 
memories, and grateful appreciation, that 
we older members of our beloved Church 
feel that ‘‘The Messenger’’ is our paper. 
We have welcomed its weekly visits for 
_ many years. We looked with a feeling akin 
to awe on the press in the Chambersburg 
office while it was being printed; we have 
seen our grandparents, our parents, and 
our children reading it—yes, and our 
grandchildren. Our relatives and friends 
wrote for it; and together we discussed 
the articles which appeared pro and con 
and which were before the Church. It 
was our defender of the faith; our guide 
over many a rugged pathway in morals 
and religious “truth; it answered for us 
many perplexing questions, it inspired 
thought and religious fervor; it kept us 
in touch with denominational and general 
Church news. 

What faces of friends come before me as 
I write! Venerable men; solid men and 
worthy; men mirthful, humorous and quick 
at repartee; men sedate and grave—all 
‘varieties; elders, chaplains, missionaries, 


college-builders, pastors, professors, whose ” 


work yet bears good fruit in all sections 
of the Church, and among whom ‘‘The 
Messenger’’ was a bond, a theme for dis- 
cussion and thought. Yes, it is OUR 
~ paper. 

But who can live only in the past and 
remain alive? What times they were! 
‘What times these are! The ‘‘Messenger’’ 
is our Church paper in a richer, deeper 
sense than might be implied by such ref- 
erence to the past as has been made. For 
our times the old ‘‘Messenger’’ would 
not suffice; but for our times it is the 
“same distinctive ‘‘Messenger’’ of old. 
Our generation of young men have-shown 
themselves able and willing to do and 
~ dare and conquer on the field of prepara- 
tion and of battle, as did our heroes of 
the past; and our generation of the sons 
of the Church are acquitting themselves 
today as did their fathers. The girls and 
boys of today are looking with wonder 
upon, and are listening with rapture to, 
our teachers and leaders as we did of old 


to those gone to thetr reward. The past — 


is still living in the present, but it is a 
new life. And ‘‘The Messenger’’ is yet 
here, making us think and work and love 
in the common bond of a steadfast faith 


and more active life, Yes, again it is our 


this old-fashioned ardent love 
'“Messenger’’? That was not the case 
With us. 


ideal. It was for this that the Saviour 
was born. It was for this that He gave 
His life upon the Cross. 


“Tn the Cross of Christ I glory, 
Towering o’er the wrecks of time.’’ 


The Cross symbolizes the uttermost out- 
pouring of life ever known. His suffering 
in the garden and on the Cross was not 
of physical pain. It was far deeper and 
more acute than any pain of the body 


‘9 
OUR FRIENDS SPEAK 


and in connection with this campaign for 
the placing of Christian literature in the 
families of our Church, you can help by 
sending us a word of appreciation if the 
‘“Messenger’’, has in any way been a 
blessing to you and your home. We count 
upon every friend to be a Committee of 
One to speak a good word for your Church 
paper as you have opportunity. Let us 


paper. We cannot do without it. All our 
Church work, that which is dear to our 
hearts, missions, relief, orphanages, educa- 
tion, Sunday Schools, morals, philosophy, 
denominational consciousness, and broader 
religious outlook, how they would suffer 
without the ‘*Messenger’’! 

Must we find ourselves in agreement 
with all that appears in its pages to have. 
for the 


We did not grow up in such a 
school. ‘‘Many men of many minds.?’ 
We have seen men provoked; we have 
heard from those we loved and revered 
such ejaculations as ‘‘stuff,’’ ‘‘non- 
sense,’’?’ as the old ‘‘Messenger’’ was 
read, but they loved it all the more. It 
was a forum, a bulletin, a ledger, a mes- 
senger, a Church support all in one. And 
so it is today. Do we appreciate the work, 
the strain, the nerve tension, on those 
who send forth this weekly visitor to our 
homes? How they are striving to make it 
better and better! We must think of 
them, and we must support them, not only 
because they are supporting us, but be- 
cause of a work so well done. 

I think I have turned a new leaf as I 
write this; it is to do more for the ‘‘Mes- 
senger’’; to think more of those who are 
at work on it, and to be more thankful 
for what we have, and help them to make 
it even better, not because it is not good 
enough, but because their aim is ever 
higher. , 


A BENEFIT BEYOND CALCULATION 
By the Rev. A. E. Truxal, D. D. 


The amount of good accomplished by 
the ‘Messenger’? in the past cannot be 
estimated. It is beyond -ealculation. Col- 
lege, seminary, missions, home and for- 
eign, and every other general cause of 
the Church have been aided immensely 
by the support of the ‘Church paper, and 
they could not be maintained with any de- 
gree of efficiency without it. The ‘‘Mes- 
senger’’ is the medium through which the 
claims of any good cause reach the min- 


can ever be. It was the aching of His 
soul for man, who refused the great gift 
of life. ‘‘Let us again go even unto Beth- 
lehem, and see this thing that is come to 
pass, which the Lord has made known unto 
us.’? Let us dedicate ourselves to the 
service of Christ the Lord and help usher 
in the day when we can sing, 


Glory to God in the highest, els 
Who hath brought Peace on earth 
And good will among men. — 


> 7 . 


work together in His name; for the sole 
purpose of the ‘‘Messenger’’ is to sb 
Him. 


-! Again we say to those who have spoker 

of the ‘‘Messenger’’ with such whole 
hearted appreciation and tender affect 
We thank you, dear friends, with all A 
hearts. 


encouraging to minister unto people 
work with them when they are rea 
of the ‘‘Messenger’’ than when thi 
not. They are better informed in re; 
to Church matters, Church duties 1 
Church privileges. A lack of 
knowledge I believe to be the greg 
hindrance to the prosperity of the ¢ 
gation and of the Church as a wi 
If the ‘‘Messenger’’ could be 3 ¢ 


ter in every respect. It is a sou 
deep regret to me that so many 
members of my congregation do n 
the Church paper. I would hail 
great delight if by some means the 
“senger’’ could be placed in ees 
of cer Church. ; 


FROM ONE WHO WAS MISTRESS 
MANSE FOR MORE THAN # 
4 CEN TURY | 


Looking back over a ae life, 1 
fails to find a time when the ‘‘ ‘Messe 
was not a part of that life. — 
to the home of our girlhood, a 
to the home of our married lit 


Through the ‘‘ Messenger”? we 
affairs of the Church, becam 
with the work done in the i 
the Church, the problems sol 
and at Classis, and what w: 
by the ministers and the - 
respective congregations 
been the good done by | 
‘culled for our inspiratio on a und 
the everyday life. As the 
us does not allow long 
work done by the. 
tage of the sugge 


isters and people of the Church, inform- - , 


ing and inspiring them to support 
same. 
But it is not that phase of the u 


member of the Church and 
the Church what impresse 
cially. It % he nt 
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senger,’’ and the first article to meet the 

eye was headed, ‘‘Don’t Give Up the 

€lass.’’? It seemed the voice of God speak- 

ing through the Church paper, and we did 

not give up! Later the going to a new 

home made the giving up a necessity. Some 

"years afterwards the pastor of the Church 

told us that in his rounds amongst the 

poor he visited a family, and in trying to 

impress on them their duty spoke of fam- 

ily prayer. ‘‘Oh,’’ said the wife, ‘‘we 

ean’t do that, for my husband does not 

know any prayer.’’? ‘‘Yes I do,’’ spoke 

the silent man in the corner, ‘‘I know 

one my Sunday School teacher (he told 

her maiden name) taught me.’’ It was 

one of the eleven boys which the 

voice of_the ‘‘Messenger’’ bade us not to 

“‘give up.’’? At another time something 

good but. hard was to.be undertaken and 

was enthusiastically planned; then the 

spirit flagged through doubts and fore- 

bodings which assailed it, and it was 

threatened with failure, when again the 

‘‘Messenger’’ spoke to us and said what 

was Willed in the high moment should be 

done though the moment became through 

depression a low one. Again we heeded, 

and were glad. Yes, the Church paper is 

invaluable in the home, and no home can 

afford to be without it. To this testimony 

Z we add a word of thankfulness that we 

Baht have at the head of our Church paper one. 

who knows well how to bring to us in 

good form all the affairs of the Church 

and one who knows equally well how to 

gather for us the articles which give com- 
fort and guidance in our daily living. 


| APPRECIATION 


By the Hon. Victor A. Barnhart, Member 

_ House of Representatives, Harrisburg, 
Pa.; Elder Evans City, Pa., Reformed 
Church. 


_ Every home takes the aauly, paper ee 
eause they want to be informed of the 
events that are taking place in the world. 
Por the same reason every Reformed home 
should take the ‘‘ Messenger,’’ so that they 
may know what is being done by our 
Church, and be informed on the prob- 
lems of the Church and their solution. 
Again, every family should be readers 
of the ‘‘Messenger’’ because it is truly a 
family paper, containing something for 
each member of the family. The Home 
and Young Folks’ Department is not, ex- 
* gelled by any publication and furnishes 
food for thought not only for the young 
‘people, but for every member of the home. 
_---—s (We ean say the same for each and every 
department. So, if we have at heart the 
interest of our Church, we must be inter- 
ested in how others are solving the same 
problems that we are trying to solve, and, 
therefore, will want to read the ‘‘Mes- 
_senger.’ 
We have read the ‘‘Messenger’’ ever 


* “part with any other paper or magazine be- 
ae “fore we would give up our ‘‘Messenger.’’ 


FOR THE CHILDREN | 
From A. C. W. 


plead for the Church paper in the 
for the sake of the children, I 
value of it from my own experi- 
itd and es my pastoral work 
* 


ureh had everything to learn 
ers, colleges, theological 
volences, Church govern- 
¢ oms. m took my y. first 


ot since we have been able to read and would - 


ily, Bea so when I scoaat 


Church paper, reading such parts as a boy 
of fifteen is likely to read. 

Just about this time several articles ap- 
peared in the ‘‘Messenger’’ on = ‘‘The 
Paucity of Ministers.’’ I did not know 
what ‘‘paucity’’ meant,»but I gradually 
made out that we had few ministers, and 
this appeal for more was my first definite 
call to the ministry. Has not many a boy 
had his call through the Church paper? 

Then, too, when in the ministry, I no- 
ticed that those young people were the 
most. interested in Church work and the 
most~ easily instructed in sacred things 
who came out of families where the 
Church paper was read. 

Perhaps a child is benefited less by 
what he himself reads than by what he 
hears read, but the reading of others and 
the family conversation about the items 
read, indeed the whole Churchly atmo- 
sphere which he breathes, will surely make 
that child’s Christian life different from 
the life of those children who have no 
Church paper in their homes. The lesson is 
plain. 


WHY READ THE ‘‘MESSENGER’’? 
By Professor William C. Schaeffer 


I have been a reader of the ‘‘Mes- 
senger’’ for fifty years. My experience 
enables me to give three reasons why 
every member of the Reformed Church 
should read it. 

1. It is the only way to keep informed 
on what is going on in the Church. The 
‘“Messenger’’ contains other news, politi- 
cal and ecclesiastical, but its specialty is 
news of the Reformed Church, and no one 
can be well informed in what goes on in 
the Church except as he reads the ‘‘ Mes- 
senger.’? Here we have a weekly report 
of what is being done by our Synods and 
Classes, our Boards and Societies, our in- 
stitutions and congregations. I have found 


*good people, who were otherwise intelli- 


gent and well informed, but who were yet 
woefully ignorant of what was going on in 
the Church, and the reason for it was be- 
cause they did not .read the ‘‘ Messenger.’’ 

2. It helps one to be efficient in his 
Church work. That every one who is an 


earnest Christian should wish to be, but. 


how can he be, unless he is informed in 
what is going on in the Church? It was 
my good fortune to have had an elder in 


‘my first charge who had read the ‘‘Mes- 


senger’’ and the ‘‘Review’’ for years. If 
I mistake not, he had read both from their 
first issue. He was a tower of strength 
in his congregation and in his community. 
He preached more and better sermons than 
I did in that day; not, indeed, from the 
pulpit, but from his saddler’s bench. He 
pone had any one working for him for 

any length of time who did not became 
a member of the Church, and’a number of 
his apprentices entered the ministry. 
There is where I took my post-graduate 
course, and I shall never forget that godly 
man. His great influence and his won- 
derful efficiency in his Chureh work were 
’ due largely to his habit of reading every 
number of the ‘‘Messenger.’’ 

8. The ‘‘Messenger’’ also helps one to 
be a better Christian. It has, of course, 
articles treating mainly of the Reformed 


Church, its history, its theology and its. 


work, but it has also, many other articles, 
which are caleulated to edify the careful 
reader. It has Kingdom news, and it gives 
inspiration for Kingdom activities. No 
one can constantly and carefully read 
what is served up in the ‘‘Messenger’’ 
along this line without being a stronger 
and better Christian. Besides, there are 
always articles which may well be read 
simply for their literary merit and charm. 


i pied by ‘the late Rev. J. Spangler 
D., many of which were lit- 


Here I recall the many articles which were 


4 arity, 9 3 the best a ae : 


in the land. Like them, there will doubt- 
less be many in the future. Would that 
every member of the Reformed Chureh 
would read the ‘‘Reformed Church Mes- 
senger’’! 


AN ELDER’S PLEA 
By Mr. George A, Laubach 


In every home of the Reformed Church 
it is highly important that one should find 
a copy of the ‘‘Reformed Church Mes- 
senger,’’? not only for the Christian atmo- 
sphere it brings into the home, but for the 
immense amount of information its mes- 
sages contain. Its pages are an inspira- 
tion to the minister, layman, Sunday 
School teacher, and even the child who is 
just starting out in his impressionable 
years. It helps stir each one in their own 
way to the bigger things in Church life. 
It is like a competitive game in which 
you see what others are doing in the 
Church and you want to push ahead in 
yours and reach the goal first. 


The ‘‘Messenger’’ brings new ideas into 
the home with its vital messages. It 
bridges the gulf between the _ other 
Churches, and allows one to get an in- 
sight into their work and holds all together 
as one big family, which we really are. 

To the children the ‘‘Messenger’’ is 
especially helpful in their Sunday School 
and Christian Endeavor work, with their 
splendid suggestions ‘and talks. It is so 
important that the interest of the young- 
er generation be directed toward their 
Chureh paper because in time they will be 
the new leaders of the Church, and we 
older men must gracefully withdraw, The 
‘‘Messenger,’’ under its present editor-. 
ship and management, certainly pleases, 
informs and impresses. May it continue 
its splendid work and fill the position in 
every household which it so well deserves. 


THE ‘‘MESSENGER’’ 
-By John W. Appel, Esq. 


' The “Messenger” -has been a household 
word with me from earliest childhood. 
It and the “Guardian” were always re- 
ceived with joy by the members of our 
family, both old and young. We were 
personally acquainted with many of the 
editors, and nearly all of the contribu- 
tors, and, as I read the paper today, I 
frequently recall to mind such characters 
as Drs. Fisher, Bausman, Davis, Kieffer 
and others, and think of the many lives 
they influenced for good.-: 

The “Messenger” has been one of the 
mainstays of the Church, and it is of pe- 
culiar interest to those of our household 
of faith because it not only furnishes us 
with the general religious intelligence of 
the world but also reflects the spirit and 
genius of our own denomination. 


Our Church stands for an educational 
Christianity, and from this standpoint 
especially is a Church paper a necessity. 
We need papers to save us as much from 
religious as from secular Bolshevism. 


The Forward Movement cannot suc- 
ceed without the aid of the “Messenger,” 
and is it not only fair then that this 
faithful organ should receive some boost- 
ing in and through this movement? The 
“Messenger” is now 92 years old, just the © 
age of my dear old mother, who has been 
one of its faithful readers these many 
years. 

I have been wondering whether many 
of the files were lost in the fire years ago 
at Chambersburg? Personally, I should 
be interested i ina history of the “Messen- 
ger,” written in short weekly instalments. 
Will you allow me to say, in conclu- 
sion, that the paper was never better than 


_ it is today, and no one who is interested 


in the Reformed Church can afford to be 
without it, 


THE MESSENGER A NECESSITY IN 
THE HOME 


By the Rev. Allen R. Bartholomew, D. D., 
President Eastern Synod 


Great stress is being laid, in our day, 
on the Family Altar. This is a vital need 
in the work of the modern Church, But 
the Family Altar must not be left bare 
of books and periodicals. For a Christian 
to pray, work and give, as he should, he 
must know the will of God and the needs 
of men. In the homes where the ‘‘ Mes- 
senger’’ along with the Bible and books 
of devotion are not in constant use, there 
is lacking an essential force for making 
intelligent Church members and devoted 
Church workers. A knowing Church is a 
growing Church and a giving Church. 

The ‘‘Reformed Church Messenger’’ re- 
flects as in a mirror the claims of the 
Church and the needs of the world. It 
numbers among its thousands of readers 
our most pious, loyal and faithful mem- 
bers. To them its weekly visits have been 
a great blessing. They love it, and they 
would not part with it. 

Facing as we do the active campaign of 
the Forward Movement, and knowing the 
positive need for intelligent co-operation 
on the part of all pastors and people in 
order to attain its noble goals, the ‘‘Mes- 
senger’’ should find its way, without de- 
lay, into every home of the 138,525 mem- 
bers in our old, historic Eastern Synod. 
It is of supreme importance to acquaint all 
our members with the present-day move- 
ments in the Church of God. The hour is 
at hand for united action. The ‘‘Messen- 
ger,’’ in its various departments, furnishes 
the best, up-to-date, and most helpful sort 
of Christian literature. In view of these 
facts, I feel confident that all our pastors 
will render every assistance in the com- 
ing Every Family ‘‘Messenger’’ Cam- 
paign. No Churchman can render the high 
est service to his Master until he is a 
regular reader of his - denominational 
Chureh paper. 


LEADERSHIP THAT COUNTS 
By Mrs. Gertrude H. Apple, Hood College 


At the great pageant of the Methodist 
Centenary Movement in Columbus last 
summer, a layman in one of our Re- 
formed Churches was present with his 
sixteen-year-old daughter. 

As they sat in the train on their way 
home, talking over the soul-stirring pic- 
ture and the wonderful activity of the 
sister Church, Mary said, “Father, why 
aren’t we as large and as strong as the 
Methodists?” Father, who prided him- 
self on the fact that his family had been 
strong, loyal Reformed people for “gen- 
erations back,” but only intermittent sub- 
scribers to the Church paper in his sec- 
tion of the country, was conscience-smit- 
ten, and said, “Well, daughter, I must 
apologize for many of our Church mem- 
bers. We haven’t been faithful in our 
support of ‘The Christian World, and 
this to me is one, if not the most impor- 
tant answer to your question.” 

The writer is not an advertising agent 
for “The Christian World,” but it was 
the Church paper of her childhood and 
she reads and loves it still. 

But what of our splendid “Messenger,” 
a paper of which the Reformed Church 
should be justly proud, and surpassed by 
no other religious paper published! ‘To 
inculcate in the minds of our children a 
love for their Church literature and an 
interest in the things for which she 
stands, “The Messenger” should be a 
part of our very home life, and without 
it the richest home is poor indeed. 

In an advance number of a certain 
Church paper preparing to.launch a cam- 
paign for increased subscriptions, there 
appeared on the front page, under “Ever- 


lasting Truths,” these three heads: “Con- 
cern, Cultivation, Co-operation.” Concern 
for the members of the Church who are 
indifferent to-their Church paper: Cul- 
tivation of a taste for religious literature. 
Co-operation in achieving the things to 
which the Church paper sounds the chal- 
lenge. 

Following the advice of John Wesley, 
who said to his preachers, “Distribute 
among the people good reading. It can- 
not be that the people should grow in 
grace, unless they give themselves to 
reading. A reading people will always 
be a knowing people,” a young minister 
on assuming his first charge went to work 
immediately to place the Church paper 
in the home of every family in his con- 
gregation, “It was not a difficult task,” 
he said. “Now every one of my five hun- 
dred members sees the Church paper, 
and I think, reads it intelligently.” The 
activity of this people is not to be won- 
dered at. It has sent scores of students 
to its own educational institutions, and 
more missionaries to the Foreign Field 
than any one congregation in our coun- 
try. More than this, it has always stood 
loyally by and supported most liberally, 
every interest presented by the Church. 
The pastor once said to the writer, “We 
make no distinction of interests; they are 
all of most vital importance in this work 
of the Kingdom.” Oh, for the leadership 
of more such pastors! 

But let us who have known “The Mes- 
senger” long and intimately join in the 
effort to put it into every Reformed 
home, and by so doing help to make the 
whole Church kin, 


A SUGGESTION 


By the Rev. Lloyd E. Coblentz, Stated 
Clerk of Potomac Synod 


In preparation for the “Messenger” 
campaign every real help ought to be 
enlisted to make its success permanent. 
The experience of pastors regarding for- 
mer efforts should provide practical helps, 


These should be available for the work- | 


ers in the campaign. The help here- 
with suggested is to secure regular read- 
ers of the Church paper. A promise to 
read the paper regularly, when fulfilled, 
quite always makes a permanent sub- 
scriber. If then the campaign will seek 
new and regular readers of the ““Messen- 
ger” the ,newly increased subscription 
list will unquestionably be more perma- 


‘nent than those secured in former efforts. 


Let our campaign thus recognize what 
we know to bea fact, that a subscriber 
who is not a reader of the Church paper 
soon lapses. Let us therefore solicit the 
promise to read the paper regularly while 
we are trying to secure the subscription 
price. Let us also be frank enough to 
tell the solicited subscriber that if he is 
unwilling to make a reasonable pledge to 
read the paper we would prefer that he 
should not subscribe for it. This would 
lessen our disappointment in the ,way of 
lapses. It would be a testimony to the 
prospective subscriber of our confidence 
in the benefits of the paper. And it 
ought to help him to have a desire to 
share those benefits. May we secure ten 
thousand new and regular readers of 
our Church paper and thus add to our 
list the same number of life-long sub- 
scribers! © 


TESTIMONY 
By the Rev. David B. Lady, D. D. 
The ‘‘Messenger’’ is a good paper. A 


Church paper should come into every fam-_ 


ily. It furnishes the best kind of reading 
for parents and growing children. 

My father was confirmed by Rev. 8. R. 
Fisher, at Fairfield, Adams County, Pa., 
at the age of 16 years; my mother, by 
Rev. E, V. Gerhart, after their marriage. 


enemy of health, happiness and success 


- out fear’’ and faced death for 


* 


From the time they went to housekeeping 
the ‘‘Messenger’’? was a regular weekly 
visitor, and was often read aloud to 
mother and the children, on Sunday, espe- 
cially the simpler articles, The editorial 
articles were especially appreciated by  __ 
father because for many years they were 
written by Dr. 8. R. Fisher, who had in-— 
structed him in the catechism. The chil- 
dren had no other reading but school and 
Sunday School books and the ‘‘Messen- 
ger,’’? and they ministered to intellectual = 
and religious strength. 2 ag 
The books and papers in the house, read, 
and enjoyed, and reveled in, by the chil- 
dren, create a religious atmosphere, which __ 
has much to do with the instilling of gocd 
principles, and the growth of characte: 
along right lines. Children need a re- N 
ligious paper. It is not fair to them to 
deprive them of it. It will soon make its 
way to their hearts. The home will miss 
it when even one number fails to appear, __ 
or even when it is a day late. May the — 
time soon come. when the ‘Messenger’? = 
will be permitted to visit every family, 
at least in the three Eastern Englis ae 
Synods. in 


THE MESSENGER A NECESSITY FOR 
OUR MEMBERSHIP us 

By the Rev. George S. Sorber, D, D., 
President Potomac Synod 


A Chureh paper that throbs in unis 
with the heart of the Master, and that 
flects: the inner and outer life of thi 
Church is not only a necessity but a t 
ing. We can say this of the ‘‘Messen 
There should be no need to write of i 
necessity. There are so many facts and 
cidents in the life of the Church whi 
would be hidden, and were it not for t 
paper their good cheer would be lo 
There are so many needs within the wi 
range of its border that would be en 
unknown, were it not that they are to 
us by the Church paper, so they who ha 
it not suffer great loss. j 

The present limited circulation of 
‘Messenger’? would indicate that a 
majority of our Reformed Chureh pe 
are suffering this loss—and thereby 
life of the denomination is weakened. 

Hence we hail the campaign for in 
of subscriptions as most opportune, 
having the spirit of the Forward Mo 
ment in our hearts may there be m 
anxious to subscribe! It is not only 
scribers, but readers that we need. 

The ‘‘Messenger’’ taken and read 
supply a vision of the religious forces 
movements of the world; a clear ou 
into the religious needs and opportuniti 
of the denomination; will give all needfu 
current information concerning the work 
ings of our forces in the congregations 
in the mission field; and will supply a w 
range of clean and pure reading for. thi 
Christian family. Ae 

May the new effort carry the paper 
all our families! 4 


4 
FEAR AND FAMILY WORSHIP — 
Psychologists tell us that fear is a gre 


life. ; , 
Christian psychology teaches ‘‘p 
love casteth out fear.’’ 
A real Christian is a man who F 
NOT) 2 pe 
The soldiers in the: Civil War, th 
ish War, and the World War, with 
love for country and trust in God, 


Yet some men fear the sound of 


HOME AND YOUNG FOLKS 


THE SPIRIT OF CHRISTMAS 


Fair spirit of the Christmas day, 
Thrilled with delight thou comest! 
of life 
Is in thy step! In thine all gracious sway, 
How is the sting of sordid, earthly strife 
_ Forgotten! Comest thou in glee » 
Of childish pleasure, music and the 
dance, : 
A thousand new-born fancies to en 
trance, 
And bygone memories, rich in ecstasy 
Of loving! Prithee! Canst not tarry 
here 
Where sorely needed is thy tenderness? 
_ Thy rare good fellowship was meant to 
ieee, > bless 
Lone hearts and weary. Earth is drear! 
Our lives are full of sorrow! Spirit, stay! 
Make long the influence of the Christmas 


day! 


Joy 


—Lurana Sheldon, 
in New York Times 


_ BIRTHDAY GREETINGS 
(December 25) 
By Alliene S, DeChant 

s is Christmas Day—Christ’s birth- 


fine that ‘‘Reformed Church Mes- 
Day _ falls on ‘December 25? 


> 


| the hearts of those who. were in 


0) halve waited nec for Santa 
, but mother knew best, so we went 
to bed. But at 5 0 ‘elock we got 
with a joyous whoop, shouting ‘‘ Merry 
mas!’? and how we did scamper to 
our stockings and to the Christmas tree! 
Then began the opening of the gifts and 
ere the ‘‘Ohs!’’ and the ‘‘Ahs!”’ 
nidst of our joy we missed mother 
1d her off in a corner crying. And 
asked her what was the matter 
<‘Don’t worry about me—I’m 
pel because I’m happy! It seems 
‘to be true that my army and 
7s are back with us once more to 
istmas with us.’’ Aren’t mothers 
eeping because they are happy? 
ped long enough to go to dawn 
ur Church, when we heard 
- by the ‘choir and a mes- 
r minister that we could un- 
ause it was all about ‘‘Gift- 
he Orphans.’’ Then came the 
nner with our whole fam- 
Yes, we had to put 
in it to make it large 
dy. How good it was 


Christmas Day 


helped — 


ick folks ‘and 


i streets of our town, bringing - 


1 “folks who weonld 


were when we came down off the platform 
and saw mother smile, for then we knew 
that she was pleased. The collection was 
lifted and soon after that came the BIG 
SURPRISE! Our minister announced that 
the offering for the orphans was the larg- 
est in the history of the Church and would 
you believe it, our class—the very one to 
which we belong in Sunday School—had 
the largest average offering for the orphans 
in the whole school! My, how happy that 
made us feel! It was worth all the sacri- 


fices we made to have our boxes filled so~ 


full they did not rattle when we shook 
them. 

Yes, this was the happiest Christmas we 
ever had! Let’s keep the spirit of love 
and. of giving glowing in our hearts 
throughout the whole year. It’s too fine 
a spirit to have just for one day in the 
whole year, isn’t it? 

((P. S.—There are 10 ‘‘Birthday’’ boys 


and girls now. Isn’t that fine? One of, 


them has a birthday anniversary on the 
Fourth of July! When is your birthday?) 


THE GLORY OF THE STAR 


The snow is on the hilltops, and in patches 
on the wold, 

Like sheep amid the tender grass that 
grows without the fold; 

The winter wind is wailing wild, the frost 
is in the air, 

And trees that stand in barren fields are. 
desolate and bare; 

Yet o’er the earth, from east to west, a 
glory shines afar, 

The glory tHat the Wise Men saw, the 
glory of the Star! 


It shines o’er all the continents, it shim- 


mers on the seas; 
It winds its way through hidden glens, and 
gleams amid the trees; 
It enters marble palaces, 
cabins, too, 


plain, lowly 


As the glory of the Son of God is ever 


wont to do; 

Oh, all the earth is bright again with glory 
from afar, 

The glory that the Wise Men saw, the 
glory of the Star! 


It speaks to us of better days, that coming 
golden age, 

When nations all at peace shall dwell, and 
wars no more shall rage; — 

It prophesies that blissful time, when ey- 
erywhere shall bide 

The beauty and the rapture of an endless 
Christmastide; 


- So let us live the glory, this glory from 


afar, 
The glory that the Wise Men iki the 
glory of the Star! _ 


—Campbell Coyle, 
‘ a Herald and hed i 


THE ANTMATS? OiRIaTMtAs TREE 
By Leila Enders 


es ‘«Mother, may I buy a ‘Christmas tree 

with the money that Aunt Ma 
_ me??? asked John one morni 
OR of Why, what do you want 
tree. for, Joh: 


You BAe, that ae 


‘*Oh, yes it would, Mother, because I 
am going to put presents on it,’’? answer- 
ed John. 

‘All right,’’ said Mother, 
“*You may get at:?? 

John bought the tree; and that evening 
asked Father to fasten it into a block of 
wood, so that it would stand firmly in 
the middle of the barn floor. 

The next day he asked Mother if she 
would save all the bones, parings, and 
other leavings from the table for him. He 
also asked her to give him some milk, 
cube sugar, apples and nuts. 

““What do you intend to do with these??? 
asked Mother. 

‘*Wait until tomorrow, and you shall 
see,’’? answered John. 

Christmas morning came, and John hur- 
ried out to the barn to trim his tree for 
the animals. 

Under the three he placed a large bowl 
full of milk for Kitty ,and next to it a 
box full of parings for Piggy-wee. On one 
branch he tied a bunch of hay and some 
cubes of sugar for the horse, Old Bob. 
On another he fastened several apples for 
Boss, and some bones for Rover. On the 
top of the tree he set a basketful of nuts 
for his pet squirrel, Bushy-tail. 

When all was finished, John ran and 
ealled Mother and Father, and they laugh- 
ed aloud when they saw what he had done. 
It was the funniest Christmas tree they 
had ever seen. 


Then they helped John bring in the ani- 
mals, and, before long, Kitty, Piggywee, 
Old Bob, Boss, Rover and Bushy-tail were 
enjoying their ‘Christmas presents. It was 
a happy sight to see all the animals eating 
and drinking on or under the one tree. 

Mother, Father and John were so pleas- 
ed that they decided to have a Christmas 
tree for the animals every year.—The Sun- 
beam. aN 


smiling. 


LITTLE BOY BLUE 


The little toy dog is covered with dust, 
But sturdy and staunch he stands, 

And the little tin soldier is red with rust 
And his musket molds in his hands. 

Time was when the little toy dog was new 
And the soldier was passing fair; 

And that was the time when Little Boy 

Blue 

Kissed them and placed them there. 


“‘Now don’t you go till I come,’’ he said,’ 
““And don’t you make any noise.’’ 

So romping off to his trundle bed 
He dreamed of the little toys. 

And as he was dreaming an angel song 
Awakened our Little Boy Blue. 


- Oh, the years are many, the years are long 


But the little toy friends are true! 


_ Aye, faithful to Little Boy Blue they stand’ 


Each in his same old place, 
Awaiting the touch of a little hand 
And the smile of a little face, 
And they wonder, as waiting these long: 
years through, 
_In the dust of that little chair, 
What has beeome of Little Boy Blue 
Since he kissed them and placed them 
there! ~—Bugene Field 
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A 
Christmas Story 


(Copyright, 1919) 


(Continued from last week) 
PART III. 


As Zeresh slept a singular dream came 
to him. Before him, rose a palace of 
marvelous beauty. Massive columns of 
glistening porphyry and malachite sup- 
ported the building. Floors of shining 
black and white marble appeared in each 
spacious room, and the side walls and ceil- 
ing were formed from the choicest cedar. 
Antique furniture of strange design and 
priceless value, such as only King Solo- 
mon could possess, stood in profusion in 
every room of the royal dwelling. Hangings 
of gold and rich embroidery and costly 
needlework marked the entrance to the 
succession of rooms, while rare plants 
stood in a hundred embrasures, adding 
their beauty and fragrance to the scene. 
Scattered over the smooth floor, like sands 
of the sea, were beautiful golden coins, so 
bright and shining it was evident they 
were fresh from the hands of the gold- 
smith. Zeresh trembled with joy. His en- 
ergy had been rewarded by this beautiful 
palace, and, in addition, gold without 
measure. What more could he desire? 

Gradually the scene changed. Covering 
the floor of shining marble, the massive 
pillars of malachite and porphyry, the 
walls and ceilings of cedarwood, and over- 
spreading each golden coin, appeared a 
green mold. Had his palace suddenly be- 
come a swamp? Thus it seemed, for 
springing up from each coin was seen a 
tiny white plant which grew with the 
rapidity of the mushroom. As these plants 
took shape they were seen to be exactly 
like the Monotropa uniflora, commonly 
known as the ‘‘corpse plant’’ or ‘‘Indian- 
pipe.’? How uncanny they seemed. And 
worst of all, a poisonous odor of deadly 
power emanated from each plant, dulling 
his ears, dimming his sight, benumbing 
this feelifgs, and stupefying his brain. It 
-seemed to Zeresh as though a slow paraly- 
-sis were creeping upon him. 

Then, walking in the midst of the pal- 
ace, with flaming eyes fixed upon Zeresh, 
appeared an angel, tall, commanding, 
stern of visage. In the center of the large 
dining hall he paused. With awe and a 
sinking fear gripping his heart, Zeresh fol- 
lowed his every movement. Drawing from 
underneath his arm a heayy book, each 
‘page of which was embossed with large 
waised golden letters, he opened the book 
mear the middle, and pointing with his 
long forefinger to the top of the page, 
read: ‘‘Zeresh, the innkeeper of Bethle- 
hem. Jéhovah intended thee to give shel- 
ter this cold night to two weary travelers 
from Nazareth in Galilee. Thou didst 
close and bolt and bar the door of thy 
heart against them. Thou hast sinned the 
deep and awful sin, the sin of eovetous- 
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ness, and hast added thereto the blind and 
stubborn unbelief of thy stiff-necked peo: 
ple. Jehovah intended thee this night to 
look into the holy and blessed face of the 
Messiah, about whom thy father hath told 
thee for many years, and to whom- he 
sought to lead thee. He was to be born 
in this thine inn. But now the desire of 
nations is forever hidden from thee. Thou 
hast rejected Him.’’ 

As the angel was about to withdraw, a 
piercing cry was uttered by 4Zeresh. 
‘“Mercy! Merey! Have mercy!’’ he shout- 
ed. With the swiftness of the light a look 
of tenderest pity came into the face of the 
angel, and, lifting up his strong right 
hand as if in blessing, he said, ‘‘ Jehovah’s 
merey is even for the most sinful, for he 
declares, ‘Let the wicked forsake His way, 
and the unrighteous man His thoughts; and 
let him return unto Jehovah, and He will 
have merey upon him; and to our God, for 
He will abundantly pardon.’ If thou wilt 
truly repent, thou shalt even yet taste of 
Jehovah’s merey; but if thou dost still 


\S WN 


AN 


‘ear of Jochebed, his loyal wife, and wi 


harden thine heart, His wrath shall ee 
upon thee.’? And then the angel was gone. 
By this time Zeresh was fully awake. 
That Jehovah had spoken to him through — 
His singular dream he doubted not, and 
that he stood upon the brink of the awful 
precipice, this, too, he did not question. 
Nevertheless, the door of merey was not 
wholly closed against him. ’ 
The habits of a lifetime, however, are 
not cast aside ina day. Instinetively Zer- 
esh felt for his bag of gold. It was gone! 
Under cover of the night it-had been stol- 
en by one of his guests. Gone, also, were 
his wife and child; where, he knew not. 
At first an almost uncontrollable rage seiz- 
ed him. As of yore, the spirit of ven- 
geance was about to master him; then he 
recalled the final words of the angel: *‘*It 
thou wilt truly repent, thou shalt even 
yet taste of Jehovah’s merey; but if thou 
dost harden thine heart, His wrath shall 
abide upon thee.’’ Bs 


Zeresh stood wrapped in profound 
thought. As some tall cedar torn by the 
tempest, so was it with him. The contend- 
ing forces of two worlds were battling for 
the mastery in his soul. Which would pre- 
vail—greed, hatred, and unbelief, or faith, 
hope, and love? Would he in the end prove 
a child of the night or a child of the day?_ 

Micaiah, the keeper of the grotto, as he __ 
glided across the mysterious line which di- 
vides a man’s wakeful hours from his 
hours of sleep, slept the deep, satisfying 
sleep of a man who has toiled diligently 
and lies down in the consciousness of work 
squarely done, and in the knowledge of a 
sincere effort to sweeten the lives of oth- 
ers. So lost in sleep was he that he did not 
hear, in the silent hours of the 2 i 


" 
smothered cries of anguish; but what he 
failed to hear did not eseap® the trained — 


the swiftness of a gazelle she leaped to tl Ons 
side of Mary, the espoused wife of Jos h,. a 
and was a true ‘‘mother of Israel’? th os, f 


night. 
And still Micaiah lay wrapped in unc 
sciousness of the wonders taking ple 
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about him, and as he slept he also dream- 

- ed. To him, too, appeared, not one angel, 

{ but five. As they drew near it seemed 

‘as though the radiance of a thousand rain- 

bows was bursting upon him and his fam- 

ily. The thin coverlets overspreading his 

children were all aglow with light. Their 

bronzed faces and hands were illumined 

with the refulgent glory of another world. 

An unseen door had opened by an un- 

seen hand, and through that open door 

. shone the beauty of a light such as he had 

never before beheld. His breath came 

quick and fast. His big, rough hands quiv- 

ered with excitement. What might it all 

mean? As the first angel spoke, he said: 

“‘Thy name is Miecaiah. Henceforth thou 

shalt be called Judah, for in thy midst is 

‘born this night He who for all ages shall 

‘be known as ‘the Lion of the tribe of 

Judah.’ His strength shall be thy 
strength.’? 

The second angel stepped forward and 

said, ‘‘Thy flocks and thy herds shall mul- 


‘tiply as the flocks and herds of Jacob, and . 


thy fields shall yield an hundredfold.’’ 
The third angel quickly followed, saying: 
«‘Thy children shall honor and obey thee 
« all thy days and shall bear the glory of thy 

, mame through all future generations.’’ 
The fourth angel added: ‘‘And the days 
of thy faithful, loving wife shall be great- 
ly lengthened, and she shall comfort thee 
ro all thy way.’’ : : 
oa The fifth angel concluded: ‘‘Thy portion 
Sie at last shall be with the just. Thy believ- 
‘ing heart is granted thee, and thou shalt 
be forever with thy Redeemer, whom 

this night thou. hast sheltered.’’ 

kes A joy unspeakable shone in each angel 
_--—s- face, and that joy swept through the soul 
of Micaiah and made it as though a thou- 
-gand harps were playing in sweetest uni- 
gon. The joy of the angels was too great 
to find expression in the few words which 
---—s they had uttered. Suddenly they began 
ee eto sing: R 


e 


0, little town of Bethlehem, 
How still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep ~ 
The silent stars go by; 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth 
The everlasting Light; 
The hope and fears of all the years 
z Are met in thee tonight. 
_ . or Christ is born of Mary, 
And, gathered all above, 
‘While mortals sleep the angels keep 
Their watch of wondering love. . 
© morning stars, together 
get? i! Proclaim the holy birth! 
And praises sing to God the King, 
iy And peace to men on earth. 
- How silently, how silently, 
The. wondrous gift is given! 
So God imparts to human hearts 
he blessings of His heaven. 
- No'ear may hear His coming, 
But in this world of sin, 
- Where meek souls will receive Him still, 
_-‘The dear Christ enters in. 


As they finished and were about to with- 


e day a man will be born with a soul 
ire and a life so noble that he will 


Hit h, with heart leaping for glad- 
ke. Softly he arose from his bed. 


from the sleeper’s sight they said, 


th this song from our lips and hand it 
mn to earth.’? And then they .were 


wrapped his garments about 
noiseless ti 
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to move, and so overheard Joseph’s pray- 
er. It was this: ‘‘Jehovah, Thou hast 
given us Thy Son this night! Thou hast 
fulfilled Thy promise to us and to Thy 
people. We adore Thee. We bless Thy 
name. Make known Thy Son to all the 
earth. Amen.’’ Mingled with this pray- 
er were the sobs and tears of a strong 
man overcome by the greatness of the emo- 
tions which shook his powerful frame. 

As Joseph rose from his knees, the two 
men looked into each other’s faces; the 
one with cheeks wet with tears, the other 
with face radiant with the light of heaven. 
They clasped hands. They flung their arms 
about one another and wept together, 
even as David and Jonathan wept upon 
each other’s neck. A common hope made 
them one. Together they knelt before the 
babe of Bethlehem. Mary and Jochebed, 
too, joined in their adoration. They were 
the first worshipers at the feet of the new- 
born King. 

Rising from his knees, Micaiah whisper- 
ed: ‘‘I must hasten and tell the good news 
to the shepherds out upon the plains. Long 
we have waited and long we have prayed 
together for His coming.’’ 

But he did not need to go. Already the 
shepherds were at the door. To them also 
had the angels brought the glad tidings: 
‘Fear not; for behold, I bring you good 
tidings of great joy, which shall be to all 
people. For unto you is born this day, in 
the city of David, a Saviour, which is 
Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign 
unto you: Ye shall find the babe wrapped 

in swaddling clothes lying in a manger.’’ 
_ In a manger they were to find the hope 
_ of Israel! Quickly their thoughts flew to 
~ Mieaiah. all Bethlehem and the hill 
country of Judea the shepherds knew of 


WZ 
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took possession of them. Others must 


know the Christ-Child. 


As they turned and were about to go 
forth to spread the glad news of the 
Christ-Child, a strange sight met their 
eyes. An old man stood close behind them. 
It was Zeresh, the innkeeper. 


Micaiah, more zealous than the other 
shepherds, had quietly left his companions 
while they were still wrapped in wonder, 
and had hastened through the little village 
of Bethlehem, telling the marvelous story 
of the coming of the Christ-Child. When 
the heart is sorely troubled man will give 
heed. So it was with Zeresh. Jehovah had 
ploughed deep and prepared his heart for 
the new truth. Attentively he listened to 
the thrilling story of the coming of the 
Messiah, as it was rapidly told by Mi- 
caiah. Zeresh believed. The Christ at last 
had not knocked in vain. The innkeeper 
was no longer a child of the night, but of 
the day. No time was lost in seeking his 
greatly wronged wife and child. Earnest- 
ly and sincerely he entreated and obtain- 
ed their forgiveness, and they, too, turned 
their feet toward the Bethlehem manger 
and the hope of the nations. 


‘*Even for me He has come; even for 
me,’’ he said in broken tones, 


Stepping to his side and grasping him by 
the hand, Micaih added, ‘‘ ’Tis true. The 
Master Musician has come to reset the 
broken strings in every heart and reawak- 
en the song in every life.’?’ At the same 
time the tender-hearted Joseph drew near, 
and, wrapping his strong arm of love about 
Zeresh, said: ‘‘It is written, ‘The Sun of 
Righteousness shall arise with healing in 
His wings.’ 


ish and the soul’s glad summertime shall 
come, with its bursting buds and ripen- 
ing fruits. The sunshine of His love and 
mercy is for all. Yea, even for thee and 
for me hath He come.’’ 


(The End) 


Under His burning rays all — 
cold and frost and snow and ice will van- — 


ny 
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‘‘THE CHRISTMAS HOPE’’ 
By the Rev. Samuel Henry Stein 


Our soldier boys are home, 
Released from world-war strife— 

Their work well done; but new tasks come 
This Christmas day to challenge life. 


The world is not at rest, 
The future an uncharted sea; 

Men doubting, hesitant at best, 
‘Confused, renew their search for Thee. 


Disorder, selfishness and greed— 
_A rising tide spread far and wide; 
They threaten to engulf those freed 
Throughout the world, for whom men 
died. 


O Christ, Thou fount of Teaieone. Law, 
oO Prince of Peace, in order reign 

Within our hearts. As wise men saw, 
Make us to see, and follow Thee! 


York, Pa., Christmas, 1919 


THE ANGEL’S MESSAGE 


It was the angel of the Lord, 
Where glory’s path was spread, 

Came from the radiant skies above 
And to the shepherds said: 

‘‘Pear not, for I good tidings bring!’’ 
It was the herald of the King, 

' And ever, evermore, 

Let heaven and earth unite to sing 
His praise forevermore. 


The shepherds, watching o’er their flocks, 
Beneath the moonlight ray, 

With fear beheld that sudden light 
(More dazzling than the day. 

But, clearly sounding from above, 

Was heard that heaven-sent voice of love: 
“€A& Child is born today!’’ 

We echo still the joy thereof— 
‘<The King was born today.’’ 


Ofttimes upon the darkened soul 
A sudden light appears, 
That shines with radiancy of hope 
And hids farewell to fears. 
*Tis then the angel-message sweet 
Comes down, the listening ear to greet 
And banish care away. 
O! Love that makes our joy complete, 
Earth’s gloom has passed away. 


—Arthur Lewis Tubbs 


THERE IS A PLACE 
There is a place where thou canst touch the 


eyes 
Of blinded men to instant, perfect sight; 
There is a place where thou canst say, 


‘¢ Arise! 7? 
To dying captives, bound in chains of 
night; 
There is a place where thou canst reach 
the store 


Of hoarded gold and free it for the Lord; 
There. is a place—upon some distant 
shore— 
Where thou canst send the worker or 
‘the Word. 
There is a place where Heaven’s restless 
power 
Responsive moves to thine insistent plea; 
There is a place—a silent, trusting hour— 
Where God Himself descends and fights 
for thee. 
Where is that blessed place—dost thou ask 
‘¢Where?’’ 
O Soul, it is the secret place of prayer. 


—Adgelaide A. Pollard, 
in Good News 


‘¢Any particular choice of cut?’’ asked 
the butcher. 

‘€Yes,’? replied the customer; ‘‘I’d like 
a cut of about 50 per cent. in price.’? 


CHRISTMAS CANDLES 
By Gertrude Knevels 


Christmas angels, bend and see, 
Blooming on the Wonder Tree, 
Golden fruit and silver star, 
Fairer still the candles are. 
Angels, hear my Christmas prayer, 
Keep my soul as white and fair, 
Keep my spirit pure and bright 
As the shining candle light! 


—The Churchman 


AN INVESTMENT THAT PAYS 
(The Value of a Church Paper in the 
Home) 

By S. Elizabeth Landis 


At this season of the year our thoughts 
turn to the message, ‘‘Peace on earth, 
good-will to men!’’ that aas heralded all 


over the world on the birth of our Saviour. ~ 


It was a joyous message. It is just as 
vital today; and to think in all these 
1,900 years we have not yet attained that 
universal peace which Christ’s coming pro- 
claimed. We hope it shall some day reign 
over all the earth. With painful effort we 
are slowly learning to acknowledge the 


brotherhood of man, upon which is based! 


all religious and civic growth. It is the 
God-thought for man. Just as much as we 
realize it are we great reformers and true 
citizens. 

In forming an industrial association re: 
cently, I had some strong arguments with 
a very narrow-minded, selfish-spirited man. 
I thought it useless to try longer to con- 


‘vinee him, so I simply said, ‘‘I shall not 


persuade you to join, if you cannot realize 
the spirit of brotherhood towards your 
competitors and in your business, but—if 
Jesus came in here and asked you to come 
into a circle to be a brother to your, fel- 
low-workmen, just as He asked His dis- 
ciples to follow Him, what would you- 
say??? 

The man was dimbfounded. He didn’t 
quite expect that was the meaning of 
associaj‘ions today. Then with a radiaat 
smile he said, ‘‘ Well, if that is the object, 
I’ll join.’’ 

Just so, were Jesus here on earth and 
He came to visit your home, would He tind 
you interested enough in Church duties 
to have a silent message—its paper—visit 
you every week? Or should He ask, ‘*What 
Christian literature have you?’’ what 
would you say? Would you reply, ‘‘There 
are so many interesting things to read; a 
‘Church paper seems so dull,’’ or ‘‘T am so 
busy, I really don’t have time to read!?? 
The busiest persons will always find time 
to do the things that count most. And, 
putting first things first—what counts more 
than the knowledge of Christian doctrines? 
Not theologically alone—but vitally— 
things that awaken and strengthen our 
sympathies; things that instruct us; things 
that entertain us; and most of all, thiags 
that inspire our highest endeavors . by 
climbing up to a clearer vision of the true 
meaning of life, and recognizing conscious- 
ly the God-presence in the most prosaic 
affairs. 

Most of us need insight and inspiration, 
even more than we need knowledge and 
training. Inspiration brings new courage 
and new life into the tired heart and 
kindles that flame which makes us delve 
for more knowledge, or makes our work 
a joy instead of a task; so that the God- 
without speaks to the God-within, resu!t- 
ing in the only thing that makes life valu- 
able—service. 

The Church paper gives us living and 
everlasting pictures of our own men and 
women of today, who are serving God; ex- 
alted and uplifted by that same Love, by 
the same Self-sacrifice, and the same 


_ Brotherhood. Men’s Teas ee more for. e 


this universal peace Prats fh  Haaes the 
world has just endured, than ever. The 
more uplifting reading we do, the better 
for we unconsciously create happiness | 
our minds, through the spirit, and we e 
learn to wear a smile at whatever Go 
thrusts upon us. Fe 

How often we are east. into the com 
panionship of some ignoble characters 
people who belittle everyone of whom they 
speak, people who. have selfish motives an 
pessimistic moods only, We could e ee 
follow in their footsteps and also nae i 
our life a petty thing and unworthy if we 
heed their call, but the good, inspiring lit- tae 
erature in our weekly visitor becomes oul = ag 
refuge and our veritable tower of salya-- 
tion. For the voices who speak in it keep 
us out of the rough, rocky places and call 
us to heights beyond ‘‘where noble deeds 
are done. ” They speak to us in poetry and 
philosophy; in sermon and in story. And | 
sometimes comments from our great theo- 
logians and teachers are veritable revela- 
tions of some of the Books of the Bible, 
which seem to some minds as Sealed Books. <0 
Thus we have daily inspiration from ané a 
daily communion with mighty men 
mighty times. 

A great writer, once speaking of a Pp 
plexing problem, said to a friend, ‘‘Do y 
remember how Dante explained ‘that ‘ae 
in human nature?’’ , 

“*Yes,’? she replied, ‘‘but Dante 
the poet Virgil with whom he could consul 
at any moment. If I had such a friend, | 
would not make so many mistakes, 
have no one near me upon. whose judg: 
I can rely.’? 


‘You can have Virgil for your. 
just as Dante had him,’’ came the 
sponse. ‘‘You have forgotten that — 
years intervene between their earthly 
istence and 700 years more do not an 
much when it is the thought of a gre 
mind that you want and not the bod 
presence.’’ 

In the same way, many persons fo 
that Jesus is just as much of a compan 
today as when He was on earth. We «¢ 
still confer with the great mind of Ji 
and rely upon His judgment. Throu 
the Church paper we are kept in constant 
touch with His marvelous powers, in 4 
present-day Acts of the Apostles. fy 

We can all recall some one story or p 
that has spurred our moral will to do 1 
surmountable deeds. I know of no r 
person who cannot remember the awak 
ing- which some pits of literature gave 
them, and here this little paper comes 
us as a bright, breezy acquaintance an¢ 
always brings with it a bit of mirth anc 
laughter, pleasant thoughts, news of th 
day,.and a touch of pathos that stirs our © 
hearts. It is read by some in a few mi n- 
uts, but how many a gloomy day has ES 
cheered for some invalids, how many 
weary brain has it rested, how many it 
-pulses has it quickened. in the ehildr 
and how much joy and inspiration has 
brought to the family circle when the eve 
ing lamps are lighted; when father’s bu 
ness has ended and mother lays aside h 
‘household cares; ’tis then we ail gath 
round the fireside and dwell amidst t 
congenial companionship of our big. 
family. 


You may ask, ‘‘Does it pay?’’ of. 
it pays. It is an investment, not 
pense; and dividends are paid e 
proportion to the way it is used. 
question should be, ‘‘ Will it ele 
You really cannot afford to let your 
eism cheat you out of it. ‘Our dor 
traitors and make us lose the 
oft might win.’? You may Tegr 
you have let slip by. But do 
them! Forget them! _ 
hope, everything h ( 
Neglectors — 


bar 


am 
aie | 
re 
* 
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THE ‘‘MESSENGER’’ IN THE HOME 
CAMPAIGN 


: REMEMBER CHRISTIAN LITERATURE 

# DAY 

se January 11, 1920 

_ THE BIG ‘‘MESSENGER’’ WEEK 
January 11-18 


- IMPORTANT NOTICE—HONOR LISTS 


__ In recognition of the faithful work done 
by the Pastor, Consistory, the Forward 


he congregation, the ‘‘Messenger’’ will 
x age following the Every Family Can- 


r and congregation where all the Con- 
- are subscribers to the ‘‘ Reformed 
ch Messenger.’’ 
e Church paper is necessary to the 
ay deacon if he wishes to do his full 


gational Honor List No. 1—Where 
mgregations have a number of 
s to the Church paper equal to 
ore of the number of families in 


gational Honor List No. 2—All 
ons arret 40% or more of the 


vons where 25% or more of the 
co: subscribers to the Church 


2 OF ‘“‘THE MESSENGER IN 
HE HOME’’ CAMPAIGN 


ted generous amounts to help de- 
e expense of ‘‘The Messenger in 
1e?? Campaign. We are not at lib- 
1ention all the names, but among 
have contributed and are act- 
Honorary Advisory Committee 
ampaign are Wilson H. Lear, 
Wood, A. G. Grater, and E. J. 
appreciate very Brenly: the 
of these friends. — 


1: epresentatives of ‘‘The 


the Home’’? Campaign and 
£ the Forward Movement 
ure a wa of 


_ vass January 11- 18, an Honor List as fol- 


pried “Chureh FN baker have | 


REFORMED CHURCH MESSENGER 


Classis and invite laymen to speak five 
minutes either at the. Sunday morning 
worship or at the session of the Sunday 
School on the important subject of the 
Church paper and religious literature. 


TIME OF CANVASS 


Religious Literature Day, January 11th, 
is the special day appointed to stress the 
subject in the pulpit and in all the agencies 
of the congregation, the ‘‘Every Family 
Canvass’’ for subscriptions to the ‘‘Re- 
formed Church Messenger,’’ which is ex- 
pected to be made either on Sunday, Jan- 
uary llth, or during days of the week to 
January 18th, and also in congregations, 
if desired, on January 18th. The actual 
time of the, canvass, of course, is left to 
the judgment of the pastors, consistories, 
the Forward Movement Committee and the 
Special Committee in the congregation on 
this subject. 


What a blessing there will be to those 
Churches where this canvass is made by 
from ten to forty or fifty’members of the 
Church and every family is visited and a 
friendly talk is had, not only on the ques- 
tion of taking the Church paper .but of 
reading the Church paper and of pointing 
out what the Church paper contains and 
what it means to the home and the congre- 
gation and the outlook of all upon Church 
and State and the world. 

Fix your own time, brethren, for the 
Canvass, but whatever you do challenge 
your people, every family, to take and read 
the Church paper. 


WHY CANVASSERS AND NOT AN 
, AGENT? 


‘One great object of ‘‘The Messénger in 
the Home’? Campaign is to arouse the 
members of the congregation to the duty 
and the importance of reading the Church 
paper. It is not a question of securing new 
subscribers simply. There is nothing our 
Church members can do which will ‘awaken 
them more quickly to the value of the 
Church paper in the work of the local con- 
gregation, and help them to become more 
interested in the Kingdom work of the 
denomination than by going to the fami- 
lies of the ‘Church and talking of the ad- 
vantages of the Church paper to father 
and mother and children in the home. Let 
us never forget that our interest in any- 
thing is in proportion to our investment. 
The business man is interested in his 
business because he is working to make 
his business a success. The mother 
is interested in the home because she 
is working all the time for the home. 
Marty of our Church members who are 
subseribers do not read the Church 
paper beeause they are not interested 
enough in the work of the congregation 
and the Church at large; but let a man or 
a woman begin to ‘talk : about the ‘‘Reform- 
ed Church Messenger, »? its wonderful va- 
riety of Church news, its unique editorials, 
its stories for the home and young folks, 
its messages ey the Orphans? Homes, the 
Boards and institutions of the Church, its 
unexcelled Young People’s Topics, Sunday 
Lesson ont spate and its world 
sentation. of 


— NEWS IN BRIEF 


[a 


et 
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to them his work partakes more or less 
of a business aspect. 

The Church paper is necessary to the 
Church member in the home if the Church 
member in the home is to receive help to 
do his duty and live the joyful, Christian 
life. The pastor and consistory are re- 
sponsible for the moral and religious wel- 
fare of the congregation and therefore 
they, with other leaders in the congrega- 
tion, men and women, should make the 
Every Family Canvass for the ‘‘Reformed 
Church Messenger,’’ just as they made the 
Every Member Canvass for Church sup- 
port and benevolence. 


R. W. M. 


eee OF CLASSICAL REPRESENTA- 
TIVES 


The following is the list of Classical 
Representatives, each of whom is helping 
on and directing a special district in his 
Classis. 

Call on your Classical Representative to 
secure for you laymen for five-minute 
speeches or to help you in any other way 
you desire. 

Eastern Synod—East Pennsylvania 
Classis, Revs. H. I. Stahr, A. 8S. Meck, F. 
H. Blatt, W. U. Helffrich; Philadelphia 
Classis, Revs. Paul W. Yoh, F. E. Wieder, 
John M. Peck, Hugene L.‘MecLean; Leba- 
non Classis, Revs. E. F. Wiest, D. D., I. 
Calvin Fisher, D. D., David Scheirer, Ed- 
win 8. Leinbach; Lancaster Classis, Revs. 
R. J. Pilgram, Fred Rentz, Henry H. 
Rupp; East Susquehanna Classis, Revs. 
Chas. E. Roth, L. E. Bair, I. M. Schaeffer, 
D. D.; West Susquehanna Classis, Revs. K. 
Otis Spessard, Ph. D., N. L. Horn, Wm. ©. 
Rittenhouse; Tohickon Classis, Revs. 
Elam J. Snyder, David B. Clark, Robert 
A. Bausch; Goshenhoppen Classis, Revs. 
C. H. Kehm, H. J. Miller; Lehigh Classis, 
Revs. J. B. Landis, Simon Sipple, T. H. 
.Krick, Elmer §. Noll; Schuylkill Classis, 
Revs. A. C. Thompson, Elmer G, Leinbach, 
Dennis Sipple; Wyoming Classis, Revs. 
Harry Behrens, J. C. Sanders, P. A. De 
Long; Reading Classis, Revs. J. L. Roush, 
J. M. Mengle, H. Y. Stoner. 

Potomac Synod—Zion Classis, Revs. E. 
O. Keen, 8. M. Roeder; Maryland Classis, 
Reys. J. T. R. Hedeman, P. E. Heimer, Ph. 
D.,’ George A. Snyder, D. D.; Mercersburg 
Classis, Revs. G. Teske, T. A. Alspach, E. 
A. G. Hermann; Virginia Classis, Revs. J. 
8. Garrison, C. Woods; North Carolina 
Classis, Revs. Lee A. Peeler, H, A. Fesper- 
man, J. ©. Peeler; Gettysburg +Classis, 
Revs. Milton Whitener, Paul R. Pontius; 
‘Carlisle Classis, Rev. pe Coblentz; Jun- 
iata Classis, Revs. O. S. Frantz, A. A. Hart- 
man, D. Elmer Master, J. H. Dorman. 

Pittsburgh Synod— Allegheny Classis, 
Revs. W. R. Clark, J. W. Pontius, Henry 
H. Wiant; Somerset Classis, Revs. D. 8. 
Stephan, BE. P. Skyles, E. F. Hoffmeier; 
Clarion Classis, Revs. I. G. Snyder, Wm. H, 
Cogley; St. Paul’s Classis, Rev. H. 8. 
Nicholson; Westmoreland Classis, Revs. 
Paul J. Dundore, Ph. D., J. M. Runkle, Ph. 
D., F. C.: Seitz, D. De J. Harvey Mickley, 
i DD: 

German Synod of the East—West New 
York Classis, Revs. Herman Beck, Chas. 
Peters, Ph. D., V. J. Tingler; New York 
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v. Paul Wienand;, German Mary- 
land Classis, Revs. J. D. Buhrer, Ph. D., 
J. Sommerlatte; German Philadelphia 
Classis, Revs. J. K. Stadelman, ©. H. 
Gramm, D. D., G. A. Haack. 


‘Classis, Re 


TESTIMONIALS FROM PASTORS 
ABOUT THE ‘‘MESSENGER IN 
THE HOME’’ CAMPAIGN 
‘‘No greater blessing can come to the 
home than the weekly visits of the ‘ Mes- 
senger.’ This will indeed be a Forward 

Movement.’’ 


‘¢*T will be glad to give the matter my 
personal attention. ’’ 


“Every family should read a Church 
paper. I always endeavored to reach this 
-goal. I am ashamed and humiliated that 
in all the Churches of Baltimore, only 108 
are subscribers, and only 7 in my own con- 
gregation.’’ 


‘¢J will try now more than ever to en- 
courage and to induce my people to do so. 
‘To me, besides the preaching of the Gos- 
pel, a good Church paper is one of the 
most important factors in a Christian 
home. ’’ 


‘“‘What our people ought to read, .in 
connection with the parish paper, is a 
standard Church paper, like the ‘Messen- 
ger,’ so that they will get a wider vision 
and a fuller scope of the work of the 
Church, and of their duty, so that they 
‘may broaden in their views, and become 
more liberal in their ways, and more char- 
itable in their spirit. The ‘Messenger’ is 
just the paper for them. Under its present 
improved form it would be most accepta- 
‘ble and helpful to them.’’ 


‘(We are placing 11 ‘Messengers’ in 
our homes each week. We do the dis- 
tributing ourselves; we only have 15 fami- 
lies in the congregation. Hope to get 
the ‘Messenger’ in the rest of the fami- 
lies soon.’’” 


‘tT had felt the need for more subscrib- 
crs in our charge and had already, planned 
to launch somewhat of a drive December 
14th, urging our people to subscribe for 
the ‘Messenger’ as'a Christmas gift for 
members of their families. We already 
have a large committee at work covering 
the entire charge.’’ 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


Rev. H. A. Shiffer, from Baltimore, Md., 
to No. 589 North Franklin street, Wilkes- 
Barre, Pa. 9 


The New Year number of the “Messen- 
ger” will be full of interest. Don’t miss 
a single issue in 1920. 


CATARRH DOES HARM 


Whether It Is of the Nose, Throat, or 
Other Organs, Get Rid of It 


Catarrh of the nose or throat when it 
becomes chronic weakens the delicate lung 
-tissues, deranges the digestive organs, and 
may lead to consumption. It impairs the 
taste, smell and hearing, and affects the 
voice. It is a constitutional disease and 
requires a constitutional remedy. 

Take Hood’s Sarsaparilla, which by puri- 
fying the blood removes the cause of the 
disease and gives permanent relief. This 
alterative and tonic medicine has proved 
-entirely satisfactory to thousands of fami- 
lies in three generations. 

If there is biliousness or constipation, 
‘take Hood’s Pills,—they are a thorough 
-eathartic, a gentle laxative. 
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Rev. J. F. Tapy has accepted a call to 
Culver, Ind. 


One of the neatest Christmas gebetings 
we saw this year was that sent out by 
Rev. John A. Koons, of Maiden, N. C. 


Rev. E. E. Young has succeeded Rev. 
George W. Good in the pastorate of Hast 
Market Street Church, Akron, Ohio. 

Rey. John C. Horning, Western Superin- 
tendent of Home Missions, can be address- 
ed at 1940 East Eighty-seventh street, 
Cleveland, Ohio, until January 10. 

If pastors failed to note the Week of 
Prayer Topics for 1920, we beg to re- 
mind them that they are published in 
last week’s “Messenger.” 

“The Hope of the Gospel’ and “Lives 
Without Record,” were the themes of 
Rev. Samuel H. Stein in Trinity First 
Church, York, Pa., December 14. 

Plan to remember the hungry and needy 
folk in Bible Lands on some Sunday in 
January. We cannot turn a deaf ear to 
the cries of those little children. 

The First Reformed Church, of Hoboken, 
N. J., Rev. Joseph D. Peters, pastor, was 
recently destroyed by fire. The beautiful 
Messiah Lutheran Church, Philadelphia, 
was also completely destroyed last Sunday. 

With this issue Dr. Charles E. Schaeffer 
begins the 25th year of his helpful sery- 
ice as Editor of the C. E, department of 
the ‘‘Messenger.’’ It has been a much 
appreciated ministry. 

Dr. J. M. G. Darms celebrated his 5th 
anniversary in the pastorate of Salem 
Church, Allentown, on December 14. They 
have been years of much progress and 
blessing. 

We have received many kind words 
about the Christmas number of last 
week and the Family Altar number of 
two weeks ago. Thank you; so much of 
the credit is due those who contributed to 
those helpful pages, 

Prof. Calvin O. Althouse, head of the 
Commercial Department of the Central 
High School, is receiving favorable men- 
tion for the Presideney of that school in 


succession to Dr. Robert Ellis Thompson, 


who will‘retire June 30. 

On December 20 Rey. Dr. Eli Keller, of 
Allentown, Pa., celebrated his 94th birth- 
day at his home, 1312 Chew street. His 
sons, Dr. D. H. Keller, of Bangor, and Dr. 
J. C. Keller, of Wind Gap, took part in 
the celebration. 

Is it possible that eveh one pastor in 
the Reformed Church remains who is not 


convinced about the value of getting the 


‘*Messenger’’ into the homes of his peo- 
ple? If so, all we ask is that he read the 
symposium in this issue. 


Rev. A. Theodore Wright, pastor of 
Grace Church, Columbiana, Ohio, attend- 
ed the Interchurch World Movement 
Conference at Columbus, December 1, 2, 
3, as a delegate from Columbiana Coun- 
ty. 

‘*Old Glory and Americanism’? was the 
subject of Rey. Morgan A. Peters, in Christ 
Church, Allentown, last Sunday evening, 
when tribute was paid to the 19 men from 
a congregation who served in the World 

ar. 


Rey. Dr. Frederick F. Shannon, of the 
Reformed Chureh on the Heights, Brook- 
lyn, N. Y., whose volumes of eloquent ser- 
mons are well known to many of our min- 
isters, succeeds Dr. Frank Gunsaulus in 
Central Church, Chicago, January i, : 


The great World Survey Conference of | 


the Interchurch World Movement will bo 


held in Atlantie City January 7 to 10. The 
invitations to approximately — bei men © 


and women are signed by | 
Lansing and Drs. John 
Hive elise 3. Earl 


congregational and Sunday 


Always date from the first 4d 
saved. Not what you bank, but 
persistently you keep at jit is. 
real secret of becoming indepe 
and rich, Every day you wait 
you one more day behind, 


The Pennsylvania T 


536 Penn Street "*e 
Reading, Pa. 
Resources over $10,000,6( 


Sunday morning in St. John’s Chu 
anon, Rev. J. N. Levan, pastor, 
dressed a mass meeting in the inte 
the Forward Movement in St. — 
Church, Dr. I. Calvin Fisher,” 
the evening. 


Hon, John Wanamaker, recen is! 
ed chairman of the Executive (¢ 
of the World’s Sunday Schoo 
tion, and James W. Kinne 
Pittsburgh, vice chairman, a 
to be in the Sunday School t 
that will attend the conveaae 
Japan. 

In Grace Church, Altoona. 
Lockart, pastor, the lecture ‘ 

_West’’ was delivered Decem 
Congregational Missionary — 
slides being shown on a new 
which is the property of the Cl 
a fine lecture and Fees 
present. 


readers, Nis: Anna Ditt tn 
the recent Family Altar 
issue is splendid and its 
me back to my childhood 
morning worship and thanks 
never omitted. Each iss 
senger’ seems better th 
one.’? ; 
In Grace Church, Yor 
Rupley, pastor, early. morni 
praise will be held Christm 
o’clock and the Sunday Sch 
festival will be held at 6 P 
mary Department program 
next Sunday at 2.30 P. 


ings will be held January Te 


Beginning in the ‘New 
next week, we will run a 
Junior Sermons, prepared : 
successful preachers to | our 
Thomas W. Dickert, of 
propriate theme of the fi 
‘‘The Open Door,’’ and i 
earry the issurance ao m 
to follow. we: 


If any subscriber id nol 
vinced that he cannot 3 
52 visits of the “Messe 
just read the judgme S 
great men and women « E 
Church in this issu 3 
“Our Friends S 


ture in your 
nickel a wee 


will hold tie 
tral Y. M: Ons 


_ 
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- December 29, 11 A. M. Rev. Wm. Fetler, 
of the Russian Mission, will speak and 
will bring with him 20 singers of the 
great Russian chorus. The Reformed Min- 
isterial Association is the host and Rey. 

_ Robert O’Boyle will preside at the mect- 
ing. 

Notice: ’In answer to inquiries, we beg 
to state that in the big ‘‘ Messenger’’ Cam- 

_fpaign, January 11-18, tnere will be no 

commissions allowed to anyone. We are all 
pulling together out of loyalty to the 
Church to meet a great emergency, and 

the financial situation is such that we must 
ask all our friends to help as a labor cf 
love. And we believe they will, without 
expecting one cent. 

On invitation of President ‘Curtis and 

Prof. Davis, 40 members of the Knights of 
St. James, from the St. James Church, 
Allentown, were entertained on the 17th 

at the Allentown College for Women. A 
delightful entertainment was rendered un- 

der the supervision of Miss Gabriel, and 
remarks made by Rey. Joseph S. Peters, 

‘Prof. Davis, Henry W. Reiff, and Dr. 

Curtis. 

_ Some ministers seem to think it will be 

necessary to make application for new 

elerical order books January 1, but the 

Clergy Bureau of the Railroad Administra- 

on announces that all such certificates 

re good for one year from date issued, 
ms which you can find indicated on pack. 

mt apply for a new book unless your 
old one is almost used up or your year 
imit has expired. It takes about two 
eeks to get a new book. 


‘he Chamber of Commerce of the 
of New York has recently made a 
ng appeal that the differences be- 
een. the Senate and the President of 

United States should be compro- 
d without delay by such mutual con- 
ons as may be necessary to secure 
This 
action has been taken by many of the 
Bias cas interests of the country, as well 
by practically all ecclesiastical bodies. 
The ‘Churches of McConnellsburg, Pa., 
ted in a three weeks’ evangelistic cam- 


e, easier It proved to be the greatest 
gious meeting in the history of the 
mmunity, and more than 100 members 
added to the Churches. Pastor Lowe 
rered the annual Union Thanksgiving 
nm in the Presbyterian Church with a 
d attendance and a large Ua for 
ear East Relief. 


Mr. Albert A. Simon, of St. Paul’s 
teh, Reading, for 30 years.in the em- 
of the Reading Iron Company, and 
many years the “office manager of the 
Foundry, resigned December 20. 
er a much-needed rest, he will follow 
ursuits. . Mr. Simon enjoys the dis- 
ion of never being absent from the 
e because of illness and never missing 
eting of the Beneficial Association, of 


other one of the missions under the 
_the Board of Home Missions has 
its indebtedness in full. Trinity 
Connellsville, Pa., under the able 
of Rev. I. re Nace, is now re- 
ven its accomplishment. Two 
-building Funds raised with- 
19 figures in the transaction, 
Heller, D. D.,” and “The 
Rev. 


‘St. Mark’s ChuFeh, 


ee BAT Dr. ; 


I, Calvin Fisher, on their notable achieve- 
ment in wiping out their remaining debt 
of $11,000, representing final payment on 
their magnificent stone edifice, which is one 
of the finest Church structures in the Leb- 
anon Valley. The announcement of the 
liquidation was made by the pastor at the 
conclusion of a special sermon of Thanks- 
giving and came as a surprise to the people 
from whom the seeret had been pence lly. 
Guarded. 


DT eG. pEs Young’s fine story, which is 


‘concluded in this issue, has been published 


in book form and is available at 65 cents. 
It is an excellent gift-book that will long 
be appreciated. We hope all our readers 
took time to read this story. And of 
course you did not miss Dr. Huntley’s 
beautiful Christmas parable, ‘‘The Birth 
at Beit Lahm,’’ last week. Our Home and 
Young Folks’ Department is ‘‘too good to 
miss,’’? as one of our College Professors 
graciously writes. . 


Solomon’s Church, Macungie, Pa., Rev. 
Harry J. Donat, pastor, observed ‘‘A 
White Christmas’? December 24. Gifts 


were given to the boys and girls of the 
lower departments of the Sunday School. 
The pastor preached at the Union Thanks- 
giving service at Grace Lutheran Church. 
The annual Every Member Canvass was 
conducted December 21. The Sunday 
School orchestra has been organized. A 
little son brought happy greetings to the 
parsonage in December. The Consistory 
has adopted a budget, $2,546.62, for 1920. 


The recent Music Festival held in Lan- 
caster, Pa., in the interest of better mu- 
sic, was an encouraging sign of the 
times. It is about time that our good 
people get interested in a campaign of 
that sort and demonstrate that our chief 
interest is not to be found in ragtime and 
jazz. The festival in Lancaster, ably 
conducted through Miss §S. Elizabeth 
Landis, was a stepping-stone in the ad- 
vocacy of a memorial hall in memory of 
the soldier dead in that city. Such a hall 
in the interest of better music would, it 
is felt, be a worthier memorial than an 


+ arch, 


‘<Bethlehem’’ and «Holy Night’’ were 
the themes of Rev. Edward F. Evemeyer 
in First Church, Easton, Pa., last Sunday. 
A brief and beautiful service is arranged 
for 7 o’clock on Christmas morning, when 
the pastor will give the Christmas message 
and a musical program will be rendered 
by Mrs. Woehrle, Mrs, Roberts, Mr. Smith 
and Mr. Sliker, assisted by Mr. Thomas 
Achenbach, violin, and Mr. Paul Sechrist, 
cello, under the direction of Mr. Herbert. 
T. Buckley. The Bible School festival will 
be held at 4.30 P. M. The mid-winter Com- 
munion in First Church will be held Janu- 
ary 11, and the annual congregational sup- 
per and business meeting, January 19. 

In St. Paul’s Church, Fort Washington, 
Pa., Dr. ‘Charles A. Santee, pastor, the 
niid-week worship during October and No- 
vember was devoted to the study of 


. ‘Money, the Acid Test.’? Home Mission 


Day was observed November 9. The Sun- 
day School held its Christmas observance 
December 24. The Ladies’ Aid Society of 
St. Paul’s made and sent to the Phoebe 
Deaconess Home, Allentown, 18 outing 
flannel nightgowns. They will resume their 
sewing January 7. It is a labor of love 
these women render to relieve the needs 
of others and bring joy and cheer to those 
who need the helping hand. 

_ In Grace Church, Philadelphia, Rev. U. 
C. Gutelius, pastor, the Every Member 
Canvass was conducted December 21. Dr. 
‘W. E. Lampe preached the morning ser- 
mon and 50 canvassers were commissioned 
for their important duties. The Christmas 
gervices included the sacred cantata, ‘‘The 
Coming of the King, ”? by Buck, December 


21; dawn Christmas. service, 6 A. M., De- 


ember 25; ae B ‘ten and Primary ‘serv- 
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ice, December 28, 2.30 P. M.; festival by 
older departments of Sunday School, 7.45 
P. M. The Home Mission Day offerings 
were over $128. Thanksgiving season of- 
fering for the Orphans’ Home, Womels- 
dorf, was almost $150. The annual congre- 
gational meeting will be held January 12. 


Moslem lands are more open today for 
work for Sunday School leaders than 
ever. The war has helped to accomplish 
this, though the war has also caused the 
suspension, and even the extermination, 
of Sunday schools. Twenty-nine Sunday 
schools which have been destroyed in 
Aintab, Armenia, must be re-established. 
Gregorians and Protestants in that city 
have joined in an appeal for the services 
of Rev. Stephen Trowbridge, Field Secre- 
tary for Moslem lands, asking that he 
direct the Sunday School work in Asia 
Minor, but Mr. Trowbridge is needed in 
Cairo to direct the Sunday School work 
in Egypt, the Sudan and Palestine. 

In spite of a number of protests against 
holding the World’s Sunday School Con- 
vention at Tokyo, Japan, in October, 
1920, on account of the persecution of 
the Korean Christians by the Japanese 
military organization and Chinese 
charges of persecutions in Shantung, no: 
change will be made in the plans, inas- 
much as the invitation to hold the con- 
vention in Japan came from the Sunday 
School Association and the Christian peo- 
ple of Japan, all of whom deplore the 
terrible conditions existing in Korea and 
Shantung, and for the further reason 
that it would seem wrong to desert the 
Christian forces in Japan at this time 
when their need for outside help is so 
great. 


“The Messenger in the Home Cam- 
paign Committee has decided on the fol- 
lowing Honor Rolls during the cam- 
paign: 

1. Consistorial Honor Roll—where all’ 
the members of the consistory take the: 
MESSENGER. 

2. 60 per cent. or more of the families 
in_a congregation who have the “MES- 
SENGER in the Home.” 

3. 40 per cent, of families in a congre- 
gation who take the MESSENGER. 

4, 25 per cent. of the families in a con- 
gregation who take the MESSENGER. 


CHURCH FURNISHINGS 


BRONZE TABLETS 


Free Book of Designs 
Jno. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
(Dept. 2,) 556 W. 27th St., New York City. 


NS BLYMYER CHURCH BELLS. 


Carry their message a’far and 
\e bring to church those who might 
Y torget. The sweet beauty of their 
tone is irresistable. Bells made by the]. 
Blymyer Process are better, more durable, |) 


clearer, sweeter, and they cost no more. 
Our Free Book tells all about Bells. 
The Cincinnati Bell Foundry Co., Dept. 8-65 Cincinnati, 0. 


A. A. RITCHER 


ARCHITECT 
READING, PA. 
Churches designed in all parts of the country 


References :—Salem. Allentown; Grace Memo! 
Washington, D. C.; Calvary, Reading; Meme 
Reformed, York, Pa. 


KAWNEER STORE FRONTS 


J. M. Kase & Co. 
Pid GLASS 


For Churches and 
Beveled Plate in Eighth and Court Sts. 


Dwelling: 
Copper and Zinc. : 

MIRRORS . READING, PA. 
¥, \ i 


Let every Church try to be on the First 
and Second Honor Roll! 


Pottstown’s ‘‘grand old man,’’ peren, 
nially young, has just celebrated his 80th 
birthday, and as all ‘‘Messenger’’ readers 
belong to the host of his friends we unite 
in extending felicitations to the Rev. Dr. 
L. Kryder Evans. A happy company cele- 
khrated the occasion on December 20 at Dr. 
Evans’s residence, 221 King street. Among 
those present was Rev. John M. Evans, of 
Spring City, the doctor’s brother, and also 
his two children, Daniel L. Evans, Esq., 
and Mrs. F. W. Van Buskirk, and their 
families. Dr, Evans has resided in Potts- 
town 48 years, and for 41 years was pas- 
tor of Trinity Church. He is now pastor 
emeritus, and every one in the community 
is his friend. So also are all those outside 
the community who know him. 


b 


One of the most active young pastors 
of Potomac Synod is kind enough to write 
about the recent Family Altar Number: 
“*You are to be congratulated upon the ex- 
eellent cover of the last issue. I do uot 
see in it any striking work of a wonderful 
artist, as one would almost without excep- 
tion expect were present in a truly won- 
derful cover of a magazine. Nevertheless 
IT surely feel that the cover of the Decem- 
ber 11 issue of our own ‘Messenger’ has 
never been surpassed. It is full of life. 
It is inspiring. And it seems to me these 
are things that one looks for in any cover. 
The masterpiece of the greatest artist that 
ever lived could not speak more than this 
simple but, rich cover of the Family Altar 
Number. ’’ 


Mrs. R. Emma Hess, late of Millheim, 
Pa., who died on November 29 in the 
Lock Haven Hospital, has generously re- 
membered the several interests of the 
church in her last will and testament. 
To the Board of Home Missions she be- 
queaths a church-building fund of $1000 
in memory of her parents; also, $5000 to 
Bethany Orphans’ Home, $500 to Naza- 
reth Orphan Home, $500 to the Board 
of Foreign Missions, $500 to the Society 
for the Relief of Ministers and _ their 
widows and $250 to the George W. and 
Agnes Hoffman ‘Orphans’ Home. Mrs. 
Hess was the widow of Major M. E. 
fess and lived at Knox, Pa., until after 
ther husband’s death. She was the daugh- 
ter of Joseph and Elizabeth Jordan, for- 
merly of Aaronsburg, Pa. 


At the recent meeting of the Executive 
Committee of the Federal Council of 
Churches, held in Baltimore, the faith of 
the Federal Council in the League of Na- 
tions was unanimously reaffirmed, and the 
committee ealls upon the ministers and 
the Churches of America to ‘‘exert every 
possible influence upon the President and 
Senate to secure the immediate ratifica- 
tion. of the Covenant of the League of 
Nations, with such reservations only as are 
necessary to safeguard the Constitution of 
the United States, and which shall not 
substantially alter the character of the 
Covenant and shall not require its re- 
submission to the Allies and Germany nor 


’ hinder in any way the full and equal par-. 


ticipation on the part of the United States 
in all the activities of the League.’’ 


A reception for the new members who 
joined the W. M. S. in St. John’s Church, 
Red Lion, Pa., during the recent cam- 
paign, was held in the S. S. room Novem- 
ber 26. After a musical program of 
solos, duets and orchestra, Mrs. H. H. 


Long, chairman of the Reception Com- | 


mittee, led the way to the reception 
room, where a splendid banquet was 
served by the ladies of the Young Wom- 
en’s Auxiliary. Mrs. Long served as 
toastmistress and called upon Mrs. C. L. 
Tosh, Mrs. John Gebhard, Hon. T. E. 


Brooks and the pastor, Rey. H. H. Long, | 


who responded with short addresses. The 
banquet room and tables were beauti- 
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fully decorated with the church colors 
and potted plants. Altogether it was one 
of the most delightful affairs St. John’s 
Church ever had. 


The North Penn Ministerial Associa- 
tion held its monthly meeting on De- 
cember 15th, in Perkasie, as the guests 
of Rey. and Mrs. A. G. Peters, A schol- 
arly paper on “The Legends of Christ- 
mas” was read by Rev. James R. Shep- 
ley, of Riegelsville. The “Messenger” 
Campaign, the Forward Movement and 
the Peace Treaty were discussed. On 
Sunday afternoon Rev. W. F. Curtis, 
president of Allentown College for 
Women addressed the Union Men’s 
meeting of Perkasie in St. Stephen’s 
Church, Rev. A, G. Peters, pastor.. St. 
Stephen’s Sunday School, Perkasie, re- 
cently purchased 300 copies of the hym- 
nal entitled “Kingdom Songs.” The Sun- 
day School observes the “White Christ- 
‘mas’ on Christmas evening. Mr, I. Y. 
Baringer is the superintendent. 


A year ago, on invitation of the Gen- 
eral Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church, representatives of 18 denomina- 
tions met in Philadelphia to consider the 
question of organic union of churches. 
Sentiment was so strong that an Ad In- 
terim Committee was appointed, with in- 
structions to prepare plans of union and 
submit them to an official council to be 
held within a year. This Committee has 
held many meetings and now recom- 
mends a plan of federal union and will 
submit several other plans for the organic 
union of churches. This Council on 
Organic Union is called to meet at With- 
erspoon Hall, Philadelphia, February 3- 
6, 1920. Delegates from many churches 
are expected. Dr. William H: Roberts, 
Presbyterian, is chairman of the Ad In- 
terim Committee; Rt. Rev. Ethelbert Tal- 
bot, Protestant Episcopal, vice chairman; 
Dr, Rufus W. Miller, Reformed Church, 
secretary; Dr. D. G. Downey, M. E- 
Church, historian, and Mr. E. H. Bonsall, 
treasurer. 


One of our parish papers says: ‘‘When 
our parents have no family altars in their 
homes; when they themselves do not at- 
tend our Church services and set an ex- 
ample to their children; when they criticize 
the Church and the pastor within the hear- 
ing of the boys and girls; when they leave 
the vital question of catechization and con- 
firmation to the sweet will and pleasure of 
their sons and daughters; when they fail 
to co-operate with our faithful Sunday 
School teachers in trying to win the chil- 
dren for Christ and His Church, is it any 
wonder that instead of fifty boys and girls 
in our catechism classes there are only fif- 
teen after eight weeks’ effort by the pas- 
tor? If some of our parents are waiting 
until the eleventh hour to have their chil- 
dren confirmed on Palm Sunday (March 
28th) they are making a most serious mis- 
take. Forced plants never produce good, 
solid fruit.’’ 


The people at Carrothers, Ohio, had the 
pleasure last week of hearing Rey. Paul H. 
Keller, the old classmate of their pastor, 
Rev. G. W. Kerstetter, who told the story 
of souls won to Christ in China and the 
effective influence of their lives for the 
Master. Prof. Williams, of Heidelberg, 
gave an excellent addres on ‘‘What Edu- 
cation Should Mean to the Individual.’’ 
It was replete with facts and figures snffi- 
ecient to convince the skeptical that an 
education pays. Dr. Shuman made an ef- 
fective plea for service in the ‘‘Story of 
Jesus and the Woman of Samaria.’’ | Rev.» 
Mr. Riser spoke of the “Second Te 
Christ’? in healing the blind 
made an earnest and convinein; 
a closer walk with Christ an. 
selves for His use. I 


’ 


- chestra. The decorations we: 


Tein, K. Wetzel, pasta! has had a vi 
busy season in the recent months. — 
Forward Movement in all its phases has 


kept up to date and the congregation is 
ready for the winter program. A ch horus 
choir of 25 voices will sing a Chri ie 
mas cantata. Father and Son Day was 
celebrated November 30, with the centre i; 
section of the church filled with fath 2 
and sons. At the “get-together” of f 
ers and sons in the social rooms on 
cember 2, Revs, O. S. Frantz, Altoa 
and J. M. Mullan, Baltimore, a 
‘Mothers and daughters will have a sim: 
lar day during the winter. Home 
sion Day was observed, with an off 
of $33.75. The Every ‘Member. Cat 
has been completed and an in 
budget provided for. The congre 
and Sunday school are at work on 
parsonage fund, and four classes, inclu 
ing the Men’s Bible Class, have alre sad 
exceeded their pledges. The salary of t 
pastor has been increased $250 durix 
the past year. rv, 


Home Mission Day services were c¢ 
ducted by the Sunday School in 
Church, Columbiana, Ohio, Rev, 
dore Wright, pastor. In the eve: 
was conducted by the W. M. oe 
Mrs. B. F. Andrews, Akron Ohio, 
the special speaker. The offeri: 
$47. Special Temperance Dz 
were held in November and 
ditional Lincoln Lee-Legion 
were enrolled. The. offering a 
to $22. On Monday night, De 
the Biblical Alliance gave a ( 
~ Luncheon, when the ladies of t 
gation served luncheon to oyer 
speakers were Rev. C. W. E 
Hon. E. R. Hicks, Oshkosh, 
the offering amounted to ne: 
The Dorcas Class, under the 
of Mrs. Charles Keller, teac 
ed the congregation w 
Preacher,” in the shape o on 
est electric bulletin boards. 
ward Movement is “loomi 
but surely in this cue eee 


St. Mark’s Sunday School 
Rev. Gustav R. Poetter, pastor, 
time celebrated White Gifts tc 
Christmas Service last Su 
It was such a decided succes 
ways and was so enthuses 


pressed to nee it a fixed > 
Paul K. Leinbach and Charl 

general superintendents, wer 
The committee of preparatic 
by Miss Florence Ziegler, 
assisted by Estelle K. Krick a 
the music. There was an au igm 


green. Miss Alice Rabeno. 
reading, ‘«The Modern Cin 
was appropriate and fir 
When the time came for bringin 
wrapped in white, and plageaml 
of a large white cross, the 
was unusual, showing itse’ 
sions on the children’ 
‘grateful to give these 
hearts of the older one 
freely, were touched a l 
were 850 present. The offer’ 
to $100.25, There we: 
ent articles of. aye 
besides — clothing, d 
_ kets, ete. Thes 
in the con 

for andl 


held on January 7, 1920, just before the 
annual congregational meeting. 


In St. James’ Church, Limerick, on 
November 23, the new pastor of the 
Schwenksville Charge, Rev. D. K. Lau- 
denslager, was installed by the commit- 
tee of Goshenhoppen Classis, Revs. C. 
-H. Kehm and T. Royce Brendle. A large 
audience was present at these services 
On November 12 a unique reception was 
given by St. James’ congregation to the 
new pastor and family. A chorus, di- 
rected by E. Fry Wismer, Esq., render- 

Pe ed parts of the “New Minister” and Prof. 
¢ Whorten A. Kline, of Ursinus College, 
gave the address of welcome, to which 
the pastor responded. Though the 
weather was disagreeable, a large num- 
ber of members and friends gathered for 
this happy occasion. On December 4 a 
largely-attended reception was tendered 
the pastor and family by Heidelberg 
Church, Schwenksville. Mr. Francis 
Wack had charge of the program. A 
reading was given by Miss Evelyn Bech- 
tel and greetings were spoken by Revs. 
M. F. Schmidt and W. H. Grubb, Mr. F. 


H. Beltz, who spoke for the Consistory, 


Ss and Mr. William Bromer, who spoke for 
a , the congregation. ‘A social hour fol- 

lowed. During part of the time humor- 

ous moving pictures were thrown on the 

screen. Mrs. Laudenslager was present- 

ed with a beautiful bouquet and a window 
- ‘box of ferns. The new pastor began 
‘his work November 1.\: On November 2 
a well-attended Rally Day service was 
held at Schwenksville. On November 16 
226 participated in the Holy Communion. 
The Ladies’ Aid held the annual sale and 
ae Waisecas November 22. On December 7 

Home Mission Day was observed in both 
thurches and the pastor spoke on the 
rward Movement. Preparations are 
w being made for an Every Family 
sitation and an bi, Member Can- 


ae INVESTMENT THAT PAYS 
_ (Continued from Page 14) 


spair. They never would make good, 
y never could, furthermore, they never 
uld. We may ‘help them, but— 

ver mind now, they are going to get 
y and brush aside every doubt, every 
mdecision, even the ‘‘ifs’’ and the 
_ *fands’’!in the way. What with religion 
S vof f foremost importanee in the world— 


- With all the country in a mad unrest— 
With people everywhere crying for 
eace, Peace, Peace— 
ith ministers loaded down with more 
aa problems every year to meet this 
“huge demand— 

_ What ‘fre you doing to fulfil your duty 
ne of _God’s workers? If you | have 


) tter, Broader fatave you surely want to 
know how the Church is meeting these 
emands. Then do your share! 

1d most important of all—each ean 
y himself. For you are the most inter- 


rod’ knowledge is instantly brought into 

suggest improvements in your- 
is the aim of every earnest soul 
by the broadest and highest pos- 
re, that unfaltering judgment 
wisdom which comes from in- 

How can we better fill our 


he study of great 
he race, who have 
after Him, who 


Seta Bae un- 


sting person in all the world and all . 


siasm which’ insight — 


beget reverence. Fe 
tory are ght aN 

bce Chaat 

' ed, 
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And the Church paper answers our ery, 


‘Tight; give us more Light!’’ in its 
silent tongue—‘I am the Spirit of Serv- 
icel?? 


NEWS OF THE WEEK 


NEWS ITEMS 


Hope of enacting railroad legislation by 
January Ist, the date on which President 
Wilson has announced the roads would be 
turned back to private control, has been 
abandoned by Senate leaders. 

Thirty large employers of labor in Japan 
has organized, under government auspices, 
‘*The Association for the Conciliation of 
Labor and Capital.’’ 

The strains of ‘‘The Star-Spangled Ban- 
ner,’’ sung in an excellent Italian trans- 
lation, can now be heard throughout Italy. 

The Young Women’s Christian Associa- 
tion will hold its national convention in 
Cleveland, Ohio, the week of. April 13-20. 

A cotton crop of more than five and a 
quarter billion pounds, worth more than 
$1,500,000,000 to producers for lint alone, 
has been grown this year, according to a 
statement from the Department of Agri- 
culture. 

Reports made public show that 10,500 
persons were killed in auto accidents in 
New York State during the last eleven 
month. 

Secretary of Interior Lane contemplates 
resigning from the Cabinet, but has not 
sent his resignation to President Wilson 
or discussed it with him. 

Rejection by House and Senate Military 
Committees of War Department proposals 
for a Regular Army of 576,000 officers and 
men appeared practically “certain Decem- 
ber 17th, when Chairman Wadsworth pre- 
dicted that the Senate Committee would 
fix the strength of the force at about 
280,000. 

With the arrest of two New York po- 
licemen, it is believed that a clue to the 
gang that has been robbing fur store houses 
and other places during the last year has 
been found. The arrests were made fol- 
lowing the confession of the two men tak- 
en in connection with the theft of $100,- 
000 worth of furs recently. 

Ways and means of downing the high 
cost of living and further prohibiting its 
progress were discussed at the meeting of 
the State officials of West Virginia, Fair 


s 


price committees will be appointed in all 
cities and muncipalities and rural com- 
mitteés throughout the State. 


The five big Chicago packers will dis- 
pose of all interests controlled by them ex- 
cept those directly allied with meat pack- 
ing, under an agreement reached with the 
Department of Justice for the settlement 
of the anti-trust suits against them. 

Attorney General Palmer will permit his 
candidacy for the Democratic nomination 
for President to be pushed. President Wil- 
son will make a formal announcement that 
he will not seek a third term. 


Herbert Hoover has announced a plan 
whereby the aid of Americans of foreign 
descent would be enlisted in supplying to 
the needy children of Central Europe food 
and clothing at cost prices. 

‘Japan has entered into no negotiations 
with Mexico looking to the acquisition of 
special privileges or territory in that coun- 
try, the State Department has been inform- 
ed by the Japanese Ambassador. 


The financial loss entailed through the 
wartime prohibition act, whose constitu- 
tionality has been sustained by the United 
States Supreme Court, has been estimated 
at more than $1,300,000,000. The Federal 
Government loses $600,000,000 in taxes. 

Amazing figures made public by the 
New York Travelers’ Aid Society, showing 
that approximately 68,000 girls ran away 
from home or disappeared in the past 11 
months, will result in immediate corrective 
action. 

Open markets, co-operative buying and 
co-operative groups of consumers, largely 
climinating middlemen, has been advocated 
at the closing session of the National Milk 
Producers’ Federation. 

Found guilty by the Government as alien 
anarchists, and declared to be no longer de- 
sirable residents of the United States, 
eight men, seven Russians and a subject of 
Great Britain, were deported last 
from the Pittsburgh district. 

The American Sugar Refining ‘Co. has de- 
cided to erect in Baltimore one of the larg- 
est sugar refineries in the world. 

Ignace Jan Paderewski. resigned as 
Premier of Poland, but the resignation was 
refused. 

The California, regarded as the most 
powerful warship in the navy, was launch- 
ed at the Mare Island Navy Yard, Vallejo, 
California. Governor Stephens was present. 
and his daughter, Mrs. Zane, acted as 
sponsor. 


The Church Services 


SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 
Prof. Theo. F, Herman, D. D., Lancaster, Pa. 


Second Sunday after Christmas. January 
4, 1920 
PETER PREACHES AT PENTECOST 
_ Acts 2: 1-47 


‘Golden Text—And it shall be, that who- 
soever shall call on the name of the Lord 
shall be saved. Acts 2: 21. 

Lesson Outline—1. ahs Power. 
Preacher. 


2. The 


This first lesson in the new wear is a 
story of beginnings. It contains the first 
chapter of the history of the Church. All 
beginnings are interesting. They suggest 
wonder; they prompt questions; and they 
anaes in_his- 
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to the future of mankind. 

And never, perhaps, was a renewed study 
of the Church more approjriate than jst 
now. This year of grace, 1920, finds all 
Christendom astir. In America, ‘especially, 
the various denominations are profoundly 
conscious of an unparalleled opportunity 
for service, and of the unexampled urgency 
of the task of reconstructing our shattered 
and distracted civiization on a truly Chris- 
tian" basis. Our own Church is eagerly and 
joyfully going forward to a noble goal. 
Ere the year is half spent, we shall reach 


it. 


It is well, therefore, in these times of 
conviction and consecration, while we are 
seking strength for better service, to study 
anew the facts related in our lesson, and 
their implications. That will give us a 


- finer and firmer conception of the message. 


and of the ministry of the Church. 
I. The Power, ‘vs. 1-13. Here we have the 


a | record ofa great spiritual experience. The _ 


week 


20 REFORMED CHURCH MESSENGER \ Decemper 25, 1919. ay 


accompanying external phenomena are in- 
teresting, but they do not constitute the 
essence of the incident that gave birth to 
the Church. Wind, flame, and polyglot 
speech are merely the symbols of a spir- 
itual experience that was neither audible 
nor visible. What was that spiritual ex- 
perience? 

Our lesson describes it in one graphic 
sentence: And they were all filled with 
the Holy Ghost. That is the transcendant 
fact. The signs and wonders have never 
been repeated since that day. But the spir- 
itual fact has been experienced from gen- 
eration to generation. Milions of men 
have received the gift of God’s Spirit. 
They have confessed the fact with their 
lips, and they have proved it by their 
lives. It is a profound religious experi- 
ence; and, thus, supernatural. It denotes 
the entrance of God Himself into the 
spirits of men that are receptive and re- 
sponsive to Him. And yet, though inex- 
plicable, it is not at all unintelligible. 
Men may, and do, impart their spirits to 
one another. The mother’s spirit becomes 
incarnate in her child. The impact of 
the spirit of the teacher upon that of the 
pupil is far more important than the in- 
formation and instruction given. Friend- 
ship is the blending of two human spirits 
into one. Thus, in our highest and holiest 
human relationships we daily experience 
something akin to the gift of God’s Spirit 
to men. 

And after that manner we must think 
of the Pentecostal outpouring of God’s 
Spirit upon men. There was no magic 
about it. It was not a mechanical trans- 
action. One may say that it took place ac- 
cording to the law of spiritual affinity, 1.e., 
God’s Spirit endued men that were spir- 
itually prepared to receive Him. The in- 
ward preparation of the disciples for the 
reception of this Spirit had been a gradual 
process, which reached its culmination 
while they were waiting in Jerusalem for 
the fulfilment of. the Master’s promise 
(Acts 1: 8). The tragedy of Calvary 
plunged them into doubt and despair, Then 
came their wonderful post-resurrection ex- 
periences, when triumphant hope was born 
anew. Finally, they experienced the thrill- 
ing enduement with spiritual hope which 
marked the day of Pentecost. They knew 
that, though Christ had ascended, yet God 
had descended and dwelt permanently in 
their hearts. Through Jesus Christ they 
had found access to the Father. Gradually 
and increasingly, ‘‘through many a con- 
flict, many a doubt,’’ they had come to 
know His mind, share His will, and trust 
His love. On the day of Pentecost they 
made the complete surrender of their 
spirits to the Spirit of God. And thus God 
filled them with His life and endued them 
with His power. 

Thus were the first Christians born from 
on high. And what happened on that day 
is a specimen of what will happen any 
day, anywhere, under similar cireum- 
stances. Each Christian must experience 
his own Pentecost. Essentially the same 
miracle of grace occurs whenever a soul 
is born into the Kingdom of God. As hum- 
ble believers, as earnest seekers after truth 
and righteousness, as sincere followers ot 
Jesus we prepare our hearts for the recep- 
tion of God’s Spirit. Such men God still 
fills with power from on high. When we 
attempt, in our thought, to separate the 
outpouring of God’s Spirit from this vital 


preparation in human spirits, we reduce 


it to a species of divine magic. 

II. The Preacher, vs. 14-47. ‘‘ What 
meaneth this?’’ perplexed men asked on 
the day of Pentecost. The answer was a 
man, Peter, with a message and a min- 
istry. The disciples, filled with spiritual 
power, proclaimed ‘‘the mighty works of 
God’? with words and by their. work. 
They became preachers and doers of the 


will of God. That was the work of the 


- ee 


Ay 
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Spirit in them. It is His work in us also. 
Through the Spirit of God, dwelling in our 
spirits, we are enabled to preach and 
practice the Gospel. Thus we bear witness 
to Christ, as the Saviour of the world. 


The beginning of the Christian Church 
was a man with a message. That man was 
Peter, and he bore witness to his salvation 
from sin through Jesus Christ. The pro- 
clamation of that great redemptive mess- 
age, by men who have experienced its 
truth and power, remains forever the su- 
preme function of the Church. All else is 
secondary to ‘‘the foolishness of preach- 
ing.’’? We have had to unlearn some tasks 
which seemed all important to the Church 
of other ages, and we are learning some 
new ones today. But they may become 
hampering burdens and dead weights, when 
they overshadow our dominant business, 
which is the proclamation of the Gospel. 


Peter preached Christ, and Him eruci- 
fied. He presented Him, rejected and slain 
by blind men, as God’s chosen instrument 
for the salvation of mankind. And Peter’s 
message was grounded in his personal ex- 
perience. Jesus had made a new man of 
him. The pracher at Pentecost was not 
the same man who had denied the Lord. 
He had become a new creature in Christ 
Jesus. And now He presented Him to 
ethers, confident that they, too, might find 
through Him salvation from sin. The form 
of that gospel message will change from 
age to age. We cannot present it today, 
to an American congregation, as Peter 
preached it to the Jews at Jerusalem. But 
the substance of the message remains un- 
changeably the same. Like Peter we present 
Jesus to men as their Saviour. Like him, 
we use Scripture and history, past and 
present, to convince men that no other 


name is given unto men whereby they may 


be saved. 


But the Gospel is more than a message. 


It is also a great ministry. It must be 
practiced as well as preached. In its clos- 
ing verses our lesson paints a beautiful pic- 
ture of the transformed life of these first 
disciples. They worshipped God; and they 
loved one another, having all things in 
common and parting them to all, according 
as any man had need. Thus they attested 
the genuineness of their conversion by 
living in reverent communion with God, 
and in fraternal relation with men. Thus, 
through the Gospel, men are transformed 
into’ sons of God and brothers of men. 
And through them the Kingdom of God 
will be established upon earth. 


A LITTLE STORY FOR THE LESSON 
(January 4) ; 
By Gertrude Cogan Lyon 


‘« Whosoever shall call upon the name of 
the Lord shall be saved.’’ (Acts 2: 21.) 

In the mountains of Southern Pennsyl- 
vania lived an old man. This’ man had 
such a savage temper and was drunk so 
often that his relatives shunned him, and 
his neighbors were afraid of him. Little 
children would hide at his approach; the 
very mention of his mame was terror to 
them. i? ; 


One day the minister sought out the lit- 


‘tle house at the foot of the mountain, and, — 


going in, he greeted the old man and sat 


down as a neighbor might for a friendly | 


chat. Confused for some moments at see- 


ing the minister, he, however, soon began‘ ||_ 


to respond to the kindly conversatio. d 
seemed glad to talk. After 
thins of common interest : 


Christ would take this out of both t 


a! 
ws « 
ia 
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He sat silent, giving respectful atten- 
tion, and as the pastor read on, a sugggs- 
tion of sadness crept into the hardened — 
face. . : 

The minister then knelt and prayed. As 
he was about to go he asked the old man 
if he would like to give his heart to the 
Lord and join the Church. The answer 
was: J 

“‘T am an old man, and I have sinned 
all my life.’’ : 

“Whosoever shall call upon the name 
of the Lord shall be saved,’’ was the pre 
cious promise. ee 

The old man looked out at the crumbling © 
fence that edged his little clearing. Pres- — 
ently he said: oe 

‘“‘T have an enemy, a member of your 
Church. He struck me once; he, a young: 
man, struck me, an old man. I hate him, ‘ 
and he hates me. How could I join your Re 
Chureh?’? aa 3 

‘¢You must forgive each other.’’ saat 

‘‘He wouldn’t forgive me; I thrashed 
his boy, out in their cornfield one day. ZT 
tell you, he hates me, and I hate him 
hate him!’’ « 

The minister sat down again and talked ~ 
long and earnestly, showing him 


hearts if they would repent and follow in 
His steps. At last the old man agree 
that, together with the other man, 
would meet with the minister for pra 
over this thing. ; cre 

It was a bad spirit to encount 
both these men, the kind that ‘‘e 
not out except by prayer and fastin 
but at last the meeting was arranged, 
the pastor labored for their souls. — 
tory came through the grace of the Lo 
Jesus, and the two shook hands 
tian brotherhood. = 

The old man lived but a few y 
after this, years rich and beautiful in 
grace of overcoming. His dear pasto 
his frequent and welcome visitor, _ 
many times found him sitting by his 
window reading the Bible. Childrer 
came his friends, his neighbors honor 
him, and in his last illness relatives 1 
ingly cared for him. His end was pi 

Yea, Whosoever shall call upon the n 
of the Lord shall be saved! 


THE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TO 
The Rev. Charles E. Schaeffer, D. D. 


This is a very fitting topic for t 
Sunday in the new year. There is 
deal more involved in it than on 
ordinarily suppose. To stand upor 
threshold of a new year and declare 
belief in God will at once give t¢ 
character as well as a definite - 
objective during the months t 
fore us. Believing in- God is a 
vital and fundamental signifi 
colors and controls all relations 
Tell me what your belief in God 
and I can tell you what your tho 
man, of the world, of huma 
Practically everybody bell 
kind of a deity; the heath 


4 eee 


for himself; but not all people believe in 
the same God or the same kind of a deity. 
Our idea of God changes with our grow- 
ing knowledge and our enlarged experi- 
-ence. There were times when people had 
a very grotesque idea of God. The fact 
is that they projected their own ideals 
into their deity and clothed their God 
after the fashion of their own minds. This 
is strikingly brought out in the first chap- 
ter of the Epistles to the Romans. The 
Bible tells us that in the beginning God 
said, ‘‘Let us make man in our image.’’ 
But some folks have said, ‘‘Let us make 
God after our image.’’ That is to say that 
men read into God their own ideas and 
conceive of Him after the fashion of their 
own hearts and minds. 

The word believe is a very remarkable 
word in the New Testament. It is used 
more frequently by John than by any other 
New Testament writer. He says that the 
reason for writing his Gospel was that 
men ‘‘might believe and that believing 
they might have life through His name. ” 
It is interesting to distinguish between the 
meaning that John puts into the word 
believing as over against what some of 
the other New Testament writers put into 
it. With John believing meant something 
very definite and distinct. Paul nearly al- 
Ways uses the word faith. John uses the 
word believe. John never used the word 

faith in his Gospel, and only once in his 
Epistles. And it was this particular and 
peculiar meaning of believing which he 
_ wishes to make clear to his readers. Faith 
is defined as ‘‘the giving of substance to 
nes hoped for.’’?’ But John woud hard- 
_ly have been satisfied even with that won- 
_derful definition. All through his writings 
he associates believing with life, with 
eternal life. It meant a great deal more 
han mere intellectual assent. Believing in 
d is more than accepting what the Bible 
} say about God. A man may believe 
hing in the Bible and yet not be- 
in God in the sense in which John 
the word. Believing in God means 
nore than accepting a creed or holding 
2 certain doctrine of God. It is not be- 
li ving this or that about God—whether it 
is holiness or His omnipotence or ‘His 
iscenee; it is more than all of these 
t together. It is a’personal trust, a 
: sting of oneself upon Him, a daring, 
_ eourageous committal of one’s self to God. 
_ This is what John meant when he spoke 
of believing in God. It presupposes a vital 
ies with God, a close, intimate com- 
ion and companionship with Him, an 
ypening of one’s heart unto the inflowing 
tide of God’s life into the soul. 
How do we come to believe in God? 
Somehow there is an instinct in the soul 
at draws us towards God. We come from 
and there lingers in us a dim con- 
ousness of Him which is awakened by 
mts and teachers, by books and through 
yeTience until at last we come into a full 
mseiousness of Him, when He becomes 
in real and very. dear to us. This belief 
od can be nourished and strengthened. 
an | suge est God to ourselves teenage 


us the Father. That was one reason 
coming into the world. We may 
od theoretically and theologically; 
up a theory about God, but 
<perience God in our own ‘souls 
aste of Him and find Him 
nm we believe in God, not 
pdy me has told us, but 
sf eh ae then no- 
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— Piso 


Everywhere in the U. S. 
Irrespective of Denomination 


The uplifting and educational effect of 


Universal Bible Sunday 
(on November 30th, 1919) was manifest. 


Pastors, Christian workers, officers, teachers and churches were quickened 
and inspired by the recital of the marvelous record of achievement of 
the Book of Books in every land and nation. 


WAS YOUR CHURCH REPRESENTED IN THIS SPLENDID MOVEMENT? 
Now get ready for 


Mayflower Universal Bible Sunday 


(on November 28, 1920) in commemoration of the landing of the Pilgrim 
Fathers, who built the civilization of this BORASED on the teachings of the 
Bible. 


PRAY FOR IT; WORK FOR IT; PREPARE FOR IT; LIVE WITH IT; EXPECT 
GREAT THINGS OF IT. 


The American Bible Society will have ready for distribution in a few 
months splendid messages and programs for Church and Sunday School 
services that will aid in making Mayflower Universal Bible Sunday a 
memorable one in the history of the Bible. 

Applications should be filed now. They will be filled at as early a date as 
possible. 


Address The 5 


- 


« 


27K Bible House, New York 


fore, is a readiness to enter into the plan 
and purpose of God and to be led by His Eureka and Sweeper Vac 

spirit. How often Jesus emphasized the Electric Vacuum Cleaners 
importance of believing in God. ‘‘Only 
believe,’’ said He. ‘‘Believe in God, be- 
lieve also in me.’’ This is the strengthen- 
ing, the supporting factor in our lives. — 
When all else gives way our belief in God Phone us about our 10 dep FREE trial 
will hold. In a erisis of the world, like offer and our special Club 

this through which we are passing, we Payment Plan. 


dare not lose our trust in God. ‘‘All else 17, 2 SMI 


is sinking sand.’’ Believing in Him stead- 
Guaranteed Glectrical Ay, Yppli (ances 


ies and strengthens us, giving us assur- 
ance that all things will work together 

aN Comer One ‘Court. 
READING, PA. 


Crystal and Nuway Electric Washing 
Machines, Swinging Wringers 


+ 


for good and that everything will ulti- 
mately come out all right. On this ground 
we can stand and we will not waver nor 
falter. 


It is a great thing to be saying, ‘‘I ck 
lieve in God,’’ and to be saying it wit , s 
that absolute committal of oneself to Him. D i S C R l M i N A Ti E 
Let this control our lives during the year 
upon which we have just entered. Let 
God be our star, our guide, our inspiration, 
oursalls.. SE believe in God.’’ « 


Kingdom Songs 

Just a strictly Sunday School 
song-book that is helping a wonder- 
ful number of schools to be their 
best. You cannot keep the children 
from singing its songs. Bright, 
worth-while music and sentiment 
that helps. Wxcellent orchestration. 
$35 the hundred in cloth cover only. 


Uplifting Songs 

A highly successful, low priced 
devotional song-book. No trash, no 
moth-eaten songs. A book with the 


departmental idea. $15.00 and $20.00 
the hundred. 


Primary and Junior Hymnal 


Just in its tenth printing. A mar- 
velous collection that has set the 
pace for all similar publications. 
$35 the hundred. 


Beginners and Primary Songs 


Made especially for the little tots, 
and how it is appreciated by the 
workers with them! Cute, worth- 
while, easily-understood-and-capa- 
ble-of-singing songs. $25 the hun- 
dred. 


‘In-As-Much 


A Missionary Episode for Young 
People. Not difficult to arrange. 
Little to be memorized. Its rendition 
means a new vision for missions in: 


A LETTER FOR YOU FROM JAPAN 
Sendai, Japan, October 22, 1919. 
Dear Friends: 


I have just come from an inspiring 
prayer meeting, and though the hour is 
late, I feel that I must write you a little 
about the special services of this week. In 
commemoration of the forty years that 
our missionaries have been at work in 
Japan a special series of evangelistic serv- 
ices has. been planned, to cover as nearly 
as possible our entire field in the Tohoku. 
Nine parties of men are to go out in dif- 
ferent directions, two by two, into nine 
different parts of these six northeastern 
provinces, visiting, in all, fifty-two towns 
or cities within the next six days. Each 
group consists of one missionary and one | 
native pastor. The rallying cry is ‘‘The 
whole of Tohoku for Christ.’’ As the meet- 
ings begin tomorrow in the outlying dis- The 
triets, today all the Paege lists met t0- Heidelberg 


ee 


. 


ay 


hurech, $1.50 the doz. 
gether to plan and complete arrangements, _ press your ¢) aes # ae ° aor. pts 
and this evening was the prayer meeting eel Free When sending for any: he 

: an te: Ab th an py 
_ for consecration and intercession. A beau- |) | MUSICAL LEADERSHIP, which 
1 the faces _ fiace S18.) may help in your problem of leader- 

; of _ Philad’a 
| > i? 


ship, It comes Spe our compliments. a a 
he i. 
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Prof, Ito, had chosen 


ure selections that set the 
‘Ss AT Ae of the 


ail to the Brightness of Zion’s 
ming,’’? and one on the blessed- 
the Gospel ministry. He read from 
mn, the Prophet’s Call, in Isaiah, sixth 
apter, and also from Acts about how the 
Holy Spirit set apart Paul and Barnabas 
to the work of the ministry. There were 
several excellent short speeches and some 
very earnest prayers. A quartette com- 
posed of Messrs. Ankeney, Nicodemus, 
Schaffner, and Zaugg sang very effectively 
in Japanese the hymn ‘‘The Whole Wide 
World for Jesus.’’ All the hymns were 
sung with a fervor which showed that the 
hearts of those present were aglow with 
the intense desire to win the whole of 
Tohoku for Christ. There are times when 
a& missionary is tempted to feel discourag- 
ed. The forces arrayed against Christ and 
His Church are so strong and have such 
a secure hold on the people. The native re- 
ligions have such a firm grip on them, and 
old customs and traditions interpose so 
many barriers. Even more serious are ‘‘ the 
cares and pleasures of this world.’’ for a 
great many are striving madly to get rich, 
or recklessly spending the fortunes that 
they have recently acquired, or hopelessly 
working night and day, with literally no 
time for religion, because of their desperate 
struggle for mere existence. These things 
often weigh down the soul of the mission- 
ary, but when we meet with a joyful com- 
pany of God’s people as we did to-night, 
we realize that ‘‘they that be for us are 
more than they that be against us’’; so 
we ‘‘thank God and take courage.’’ 


Soldier 


Recently I had a very interesting visit 
in the country, going with Mrs. Schneder 
and Mrs. Fuse (pronounced Foo-say) to 
hold meetings with the women of three 
towns where we have small congregations, 
We had made the plan especially to have 
Mrs. Fuse give talks on Christianity to the 
mothers of the little folks in some of our 
new kindergartens. We went first to a 
town called Hara-no-machi, saw thirty 
happy little people march and sing and 
play their games, then met with about 25 
of the women, chiefly mothers of these 
children, and Mrs. Fuse gave them a fine 
earnest Gospel talk ending with an appeal 
to study more about Jesus, the friend of 
little children and of their fathers and 
mothers. She has a marvelous personality, 
this little Bible Woman who has become 
so skilful in telling the story of Jesus to 
people who know little or nothing of the 
Bible. If you have a copy of Mrs. String’s 
book called ‘‘Miss Wisteria at Home,’’ 
you ean see the sweet face of Mrs. Fuse 
in the picture called ‘‘A Jinrikisha,’’ just 
as she is starting out to make her ealls 
upon the women in their widely-scattered 


homes. After the meeting in that kinder- 
garten, we went to a hotel near the sta- 
tion, and had dinner in true Japanese 


style, seated on the floor, eating with two 
small slim sticks, served with cakes and 
tea at the beginning instead of the end of 
the meal. Then we went on by train to 
another town called Miharu, where we 
spent the night, and next morning spent at 
the kindergarten of that place, following a 
program similar to that of the day before. 
About noon we took the train again, and 
went to Koriyama, where we had a nice 
meeting of the ladies of the Church and 
some of their friends, and again had the 
Gospel presented by Mrs. Fuse. At each 
of these three towns the pastor is a gradu- 
ate of our North Japan College, or Sem- 
inary, or~both, and I knew them all in 
their student days. At each place, also, 
the Bible Women and some of the kinder- 
garten teachers are graduates of our Girls’ 
School. We met other graduates, men and 
women, who are helping in the Church 


work,—clerks, a doctor, men in. official 
positions, and their wives. All seemed glad 
to see the visitors from Sendai, who 
brought news from ‘the schools and 
Churches in which most of them had stud- 
ied and worked. We found that the people 
everywhere take a great interest in kin- 
dergartens, that we can easily get the 
children to come for instruction, and that 
we greatly need an experienced kinder- 
gartner to come from America and exer- 
cise general supervision over the work. 
The rest of us are quite too busy to give 
much time, and we have no missionary 
here who has had the special training, It 
is our great need in Japan today, that we 
have more missionary women who will do 
the special evangelistic work among the 
children and the women of our Tohoku. 
Pray ye, therefore, the Lord of the Harv- 
est, that He send forth laborers into His 
harvest. 
Yours sincerely, 


Mary E. Gerhard 


THE WEEKLY CHURCH PAPER IN 
OTHER DENOMINATIONS 


It is interesting to note what our sister 
denominations are doing in connection 
with the weekly church paper. There are 
two outstanding facts. One is that the 
weekly church paper is being increasingly 
used for the purpose of presenting all the 
denominational causes of the particular 
denomination and stimulating as well the 
interest of the church member in the 
work of the local congregation. The 
other outstanding fact is special drives to 
increase the circulation of the church 
paper and, incidentally, consolidating 
church papers to meet the present situa- 
tion. Here are a few illustrations: In 
the interest of the three Lutheran 
Churches over the United States under 
the name of The United Lutheran 
Church, three weekly church papers were 
consolidated under the name of “The 
Lutheran,’ which is now published in 
Philadelphia, Pa. In November, what 
we would call the Forward Movement 
Drive of the United Lutheran Church 
was made under the slogan, “Double the 
Apportionment.” Two hundred thou- 
sand copies of “The Lutheran” were pub- 
lished weekly for several weeks in suc- 
cession to push its apportionment drive. 


The “Religious Telescope’ of the 
United Brethren Church, the one Eng- 
lish paper for that denomination, pub- 
lished at Dayton, Ohio, made a drive a 
year ago to bring up its circulation to 
fifty thousand copies weekly. It is still 
continuing the good work and is, ap- 
proximately, that figure in circulation. 


The Evangelical Church and _ the 
United Evangelical Church each enjoy 
a large circulation of their own weekly 
church paper.. The Presbyterian Church 
in the U. S._A., while having three or 
four privately published’ church week- 
lies, have taken their former Assembly 
Herald, enlarged it and now issue a 
magnificent monthly under the name of 
“The New Era Magazine,” which has a 
circulation considerably exceeding 100,- 
000 copies. 


At the last meeting of the Northern 
Baptist . Convention, representing the 
several millions of the United Baptist 
Church, it was voted to publish a national 
Baptist weekly for the entire denomina- 
tion. One hundred thousand dollars was 
appropriated to start the new church pa- 
per, which will take over an existing 
weekly in Chicago; Illinois, and one on 
the Pacific coast. It will also practical- 
ly succeed a number of Baptist State 
weeklies which have been discontinued 
owing to financial inability. 


The trend of the times is plainly to- 
ward strong and representative weekly 
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Educational - Column 


LLL LLL LEE CE, 
Theological Seminary of the Reformed 
Church in the U. S., Lancaster, Pa. 


This is the oldest of the educational institutions 
of the Reformed Church. It is conducted by the 
three (English) Eastern Synods. The Prof 
members of the Board of Visitors and members ms 
the Board of Trustees are elected by the Synods, 
It provides a course of three years. It has a 
faculty of eight Professors and Instructors. - also 
offers a post-graduate course of two year. 
be the degree of Bachelor of Divinity, Paites is 
ree. 

For for or information address the President 

V. JOHN C. BOWMAN, D. D. 
Lancaster, Pa. 


Central Theological Seminary of the 
Reformed Church, Dayton, Ohio 

Union of Heidelberg and Ursinus Theological 
Seminaries. Eight Professors, including the Teacher 
of Elocution. Presents: (1) Undergraduate; (2) 
Special and Partial, and (3) Graduate Courses of 
Study. Tuition free. 

For further information address, 
HENRY J. CHRISTMAN, President, Dayton, O. 
OSV Sima ot ee ee ee 


Franklin and Marshall College 
Lancaster, Pa. 
Offers Liberal Courses in The Arts and Sciences 
Campus of fifty-four acres with ten Budi, 


cluding thoroughly equipped Science B 
Library, Observatory, Gymnasium and Co: 
Athletic Field. 

6 THRM OPENS SEPTEMBER i; 
For cate? e address 


NEY H. APPLE, D. D. LL. Dy Pe 
SUMMER SESSION 


URSINUS COLLEGE, JUNE 23-AUG. 1 
College courses and preparatory work under 
regular profegsors. Full credit everywhere. 
Hivery comfort. Vastly superior te erowded 
universities in hot cities. ess 
Address W. A. KLINE, Dean, ee 
Oe ar a ne en ES 


CATAWBA COLLEGE, Newton, N. C.3 oi 

Founded 1851. Located in the famous Piedmont 
section of North Carolina. Healthful climate. 
Open to both sexes. Experienced faculty. Thor- f 
ough training. Careful supervision. Lowest rates 
consistent with first class accommodations, Three 
courses with special Departments. auwelve $100 
scholarships for nie students. * For catalog, 
address D. WOLFINGER, President. : 
addr eee 


Franklin and Marshall Academy = 
Lancaster, Pa. -* 
A College Preparatory School for Boys 


Hxcellent advantages at moderate cost. ot Sinks 
About 900 Academy boys entered some 40 es) 
colleges in the last 20 years. 
Send for illustrated catalogue. a3 
EDWIN M. HARTMAN, A. M., Principal 


The Mercersburg Academy 


Thorough instruction; college preparatory work — 
being especially successful, Personal interest ‘ 
taken in each boy, the aim being to inspire in 
every pupil the lofty ideals of thorough scholar- 
ship, broad attainments, sound judgment 
Christian manliness. For catalogue and further 
information, address 
WILLIAM MANN IRVINE, Ph. D., Presiden 

Mercersburg, 


FOR BOYS 
Inculcates 


Vircinta, Woodstock 
The Massanutten Academy ¢..% tome 


traditions of the Old Dominion. Healthful loca- 
tion, beautiful Shenandoah Valley and mountain 
scenery. Prepares for college and business; splen- 
did musical course; athletics; fine esprit de cort _ 
Easily accessible. Limited to 100 boys. $450. =e 
dress Howarp J. Bencuorr, A. M., Headmaster. 


HOOD COLLEGE 
For YouNG WOMEN 
Frederick, Maryland . 
Standard A.B. and_B.S. courses. Also Music, — 
Art, Expression and Home Economics. . 
course in Pedagogy. Separate preparatory | . 
certificate relations. New buildings on 


suburban site. Our own garden and 
logue and booklet of views on pine 


COLLEGE FOR WOMEN © 
ALLENTOWN, Pa, 
Distinctive Courses in retarial Se! 
Household Arts, Liberal Arts and § 

and Music. 

A Church College, whose chief aim 
development of Christian character 
preparation for the problems co: 
young women in the modern home 
ness world. Write for Catalogue. 3 
The Rev. William F. Curtis, Litt. ey 

Wayne E. Davis, 
Director of Secre 
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church papers. How wise it is, there- 
fore, that the Forward Movement of our 
Reformed Church has set aside Religious 
Literature Day, January 11th, as a day 
in which to stress the use of good books 
in the home and the importance and value 
of the weekly visits of the church paper. 

Finally, it should be remembered that 
the larger the circulation of the paper, 
the more time and money and brains can 
be put into the paper to make it worth 
while, 

M. 


PHOEBE DEACONESS AND 


FOLKS’ HOME 
Rev. F. H. Moyer, Superintendent 


On Friday, November 28, Mr. John Derr, 
one of our aged guests, died. Funeral serv- 
ices were held at the Home on Wednesday, 
December 3. Rev. A. S. Meck, pastor of 
the deceased, had charge of the service, 
and Rev. W. H. Mader, who had been 
earlier for many years his pastor, preached 
the sermon. Interment was made in 
Greenwood Cemetery, which is located just 
about a city block west of the Home. 


Having secured a new gardener, Mr. 
Henry Krise, for many years our gardener, 
moved, and the keys were handed over to 
his successor. The following day the new 
gardener-to-be sent back the keys with 
a message that because of some unforseen 
oceurrences he could not come to the Home. 
Then we had to begin all over again. 
However, we secured another, who now 
oceupies the dwelling and is already bus- 
ily at work in the greenhouse. His name 
is Elmer E. Sterner. He has a lifelong ex- 
perience in this kind of work. 


The Home has been very fortunate in 
receiving donations this fall. Many con- 
gregations sent us canned fruits and vege- 
tables, and a number of charges sent us a 
great variety of farm products. Three of 
them sent us big truck loads. This brought 
us an unusually large amount of cabbage 
and pumpkins. Some of the cabbage was 
turned into sauerkraut, yielding us 42 gal- 
lons. We have been eating pumpkin pies, 
and they are very good, but somehow our 
speed in consuming pumpkins was too 
slow. Some of them were in danger of 
spoiling. We therefore, put into operation 
our own canning factory, and now many of 
them are safely stored away in glass jars. 
We are again at the bottom of the sugar 
barrel, and if the sugar famine should hap- 
pen to continue our supply of pumpkins 
will last a long, long time. 


The high cost of living affects us and 
our monthly bills run very high. Through 
the corporation members we receive an- 
nually quite an amount in cash. But we 
should have more of these to enable us to 
make ends meet. A corporation member is 
one who pays $10 when being enrolled as 
a member and afterward contributes $5 
annually to the support of the Home, To 
enroll as a member of this corporation 
would be a real Christmas gift at this sea- 
son. We have Sunday School classes and 
Chureh organizations who are members of 
the corporation, as well as individuals, 
Think prayerfully whether you should not 
also be one of these members. 
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Obituary 


ONRAD A. LOWER 


ber 2nd, 1919, at the home ot 
i. G. Lower, Table Rock, Pa., 
fell asleep in Jesus at the 


OLD 


REFORMED CHURCH MESSENGER 


advanced age of 80 years 11 months and 
16 days. For the las} six years he was a 
sufferer from aphasia which finally caused 
his death. He was a lifelong resident of 
this part of Adams. County and an un- 
usually faithful member of Bender’s Church 
from boyhood. Although only ordinarily 
well to do, he was always liberal to the 
Lord, his yearly contribution to the work 
of the Chureh amounting to almost $100. 
About 12 years ago he gave an annuity 
fund to the Board of Foreign Missions of 
$1,000, and he donated the lot on which 
Trinity Reformed Church stands at Big- 
lerville. He was probably a lifelong sub- 
seriber to the ‘‘Messenger,’’ which he not 
only received, but read, nothing of any im- 
portance ever escaping him. One of his 
greatest regrets in his affliction was that 
the peculiar form of his disease made it 
impossible for him to read and so to enjoy 
his Church paper. He never married. 
Funeral service was conducted by his pas- 
tor, Rev. T. C. Hesson, and interment made 
at Bender’s Church; December 4th. Like 
Abraham, he died in a good old age, full 
of years and was gathered to his people. 
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MRS, ALICE CATHARINE BOWLING 


In the early hours of Sunday, December 
7, 1919, at her home in Kittanning, Pa., 
Mrs. Alice Catharine Bowling, wife of 
Rev. R. C. Bowling, D. D., passed peace- 
fully into rest. Her last illness extended 
over a period of four months, although 
she had been in failing health for about 
12 years, at times suffering greatly. On 
to her last conscious hour she gave evi- 
dence of unwavering faith in her Lord 
and Master, Whom she endeavored so 
earnestly to serve. 


Mrs. Bowling was a daughter of George 
and Susannah Neely Heeter and was born 
at, Monroe, Clarion County, Pa., December 
4, 1860. She was given to the Lord in 
baptism in her infancy, and in 1879 she 
was confirmed in St. Mark’s ‘Church, Mon- 
roe, Pa., by the pastor, Rev. Henry Hoft- 
man. On June 8, 1881, she was united in 
marriage with Rey. Robert, C. Bowling, 
then pastor at Emlenton, Pa. Four years 


after their marriage he accepted a call to“ 


St. Luke’s 'Chureh, Kittanning, Pa. Here 
Mrs. Bowling identified herself with the 
various activities of the congregation and 
took a deep interest in its welfare as well 
as her own home. As superintendent of 
the Primary Department she endeared her- 
self to the children of two or three decades 
ago, and the impress of her Christian char- 
acter and teaching will go with them to 
the end of life. Until her health failed 
she was a member of the Church choir and 
her place there as well as in the Ladies’ 
Aid and Christian Endeavor Societies will 
be hard to fill. She was a lover of nature 
and unusually successful in the cultivation 
of flowers: Few services were held in St. 
Luke’s Church at any season of the year 
that were not brightened by the presence 
of a beautiful flower on the pulpit, a pro- 
duct of her thoughtfulness and care. These 
flowers were in a marked degree typical 
of her own beautiful life. She lived for 
others, for her Church and for her home, 
and she will be greatly missed by all who 
knew her. 


She leaves’ to mourn her death her hus- 
band and her son, Fred F., of Kittanning; 
also two brothers, William 8S. Heeter, of 
Monroe, and John N. Heeter, of Knox, and 
two sisters, Mrs. G. W. King, of Emlen- 
ton, and Mrs. O. J. Mull, of Monroe. One 
sister, Mrs. R. A. McCullough, of Kittan- 
ning, died 25 years ago. 

On Wednesday, December 10, her re- 
mains were laid tenderly to rest in the 
beautiful cemetery at Kittanning, services 
being held in her late home, by special 
friends of the family, Rev. Drs. D. B. 
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For Sale at Your Provisioner's 


All druggists; Soap 25, Ointment 25 and 60, Talcum 25. 
Sample each free of “Outicura, Dept. M, Boston."’ 


TonicHL 


Tomorrow Alright 


NR Tablets stop sick headaches, 
relieve bilious attacks, tone and 
regulate the eliminative organs, 
make you feel fine. 


**Better Than Pills For Liver Ills”’ 
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For Whooping 
Cough, Spas- 
modic Croup, 
Asthma, Influenza, Coughs, 
Bronchitis, Colds, Catarrh. 


Don’t fail to use Cresolene for the 
distressing, and often fatal affec- 
tions for which it is recommended. 

Itis a simple, safe, effective and 
drugless treatment. 

Vaporized Cresolene stops the paroxysms ofWhoop- 
ing Cough and relieves Spasmodic Croup at once. 

In asthma it shortens the attack and insures com- 
fortable repose. 

The air carrying the antiseptic vapor inspired with 
every breath, makes breathing easy, soothes the sore 
throat, and stops the cough, assuring restful nights. 

Cresolene relieves the bronchial complications of 
Scarlet Fever and Measles andis a valuable aid in 
the treatment of Diphtheria. 

Cresolene’s best recommendation is its 40 years of 

successful use. Send postal for Descriptive Booklet 48 
For Sale by Druggists 

THE VAPO-CRESOLENE CO. ,62CortlandtSt,,NewYork 


or Leeming-Miles Building, Montreal, Canad 


Established 1870 


‘Ss, oy H. Mickley, H. D. 
mev. R. E. Crum. Rev. W. 
of the Presbyterian Church 
participated. Other 


ing, also 


iif, 


of the Reformed Church present 
rovs. C. B. Rebert, E. M. Dietrich, 
. H. Cogley and H. H. Wiant. 


The many beautiful floral tributes testi- 
fied to the high esteem in which she was 
held by those who knew her, among them 
a beautiful tribute from the Ministerial 
Association, who attended in a body. 
After a beautiful and helpful life she 
has ‘‘entered into that rest which remain- 
eth for the people of God,’’ in the hope 
of a blessed resurrection. May ‘‘the God 


of all consolation and grace’’ comfort and 


strengthen the bereaved friends. 
ie en, 


ADALINE B. STOUT 


Miss Adaline B. Stout, daughter of Jon- 
athan and Mary Stout, of Flourtown, pass- 
ed to her eternal home Tuesday, December 
16, aged 74 years. ‘‘ Aunt Addie,’’ as she 
was familiarly known, was a life-long mem- 
ber of St. Paul’s Church, of Whitemarsh, 
to which she showed her devotion in many 
ways. She lived a beautiful Christian life, 
giving herself for many years to minister- 
ing to others. She was a reader of the 
‘¢Messenger’’? until a few years ago, when 
on account of the loss of her sight she 
was deprived of this privilege. 

The funeral service was held in the 
Church she loved; interment in the Union 
Cemetery, of Whitemarsh, conducted by 


her pastor, Dr. C. A. Santee. 
HENRY PAUL LAUFFER 
Henry Paul Lauffer, a member of the 


Reformed ‘Church at Harrison City, Pa., 
departed this life November 24, 1919. He 


America. 


that gift. 


Your contribution means food for the hungry, succor for the dying—LIFE to ‘yous 
Christian brothers and sisters in the Near East. 
Herbert Hoover says: 


Near East.” 


1 Madison Avenue 
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REFORMED CHURCH MESSENGER 


| Decemper 25, 1919. 


was born in Penn Township, Westmore- 
land County, Pa., February 11th, 1828. He 
was aged 91 years, 9 months and 13 days. 
Baptize »d in the ry. ae faith April 12, 
1828, by the Rey. Hacke, D. D., he 
was also condiPniga ie Dr. Hacke in boy- 
hood as a member of the Denmark-Manor 
congregation. His membership was trans- 
ferred to the Harrison City congregation 
when it was organized in 1888. He donated 
the ground on which the Harrison City 
Church now stands. He was married by 
the Rev. J. M. Steck on July 4, 1849, to 
Louisana Fink. One son was born to this 
union, the Rev. M. F. Lauffer, a Lutheran 
minister in Ohio. He was married a sec- 
ond time to Mary Holtzer, January 12, 
1853, by the Rev. Weiderhausen. To this 
union five sons and two daughters were 
born, two sons and one daughter having 
preceded him to the other world. Five 
children in all survive, the second wife 
having died several years ago. 

Mr. Lauffer was a life-long resident of 
Harrison City and vicinity. He was a 
successful farmer and business man, hav- 
ing acquired considerable wealth. He was 
a substantial, law-abiding citizen, and 
served as Justice of the Peace for many 
years. He was active in polities, always 
lived a pure and temperate life, and urged 
others to do likewise. He was an advocate 
of temperance, and so used his ballot. 

He was faithful to his Church until the 
end. His pastor, Rev. Daniel Gress, con- 
ducted the funeral services, which were 
held in the Harrison City Church, on Wed- 
nesday, November 26th. Text, II Tim. 4: 
7, 8: ‘‘T have fought a good fight,’’ ete. 
Interment was made in the Denmark- 
Manor Cemetery. Mr. Lauffer was the old- 
est member of the Harrison City congrega- 
tion, and the oldest person in and about 
Harrison City. 

D. G. 


Do not forget them this Christmastide. 
They are asking for the greatest gift of all—LIFE. You have the power to grant 


Hunger Knows No Armistice 


The time fixed for the offering is Christmas Sunday or 
as soon thereafter as possible. 
Literature will be sent on application. 
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‘“The most desperate situation in the world is in the 


DR. EDMUND GEIGER SHOWER 


While on an errand of merey Dr. E. G. 
Shower, 1224 West North avenue, Balti- 
more, Md., was taken suddenly ill on a 
street of that city, December 10. Kind 
strangers cared for him and started to 
take him in an automobile to the nearest 
hospital, but on the way he expired. The 
departed, a son of Adam Shower, a Judge 
of the Orphans’ Court, and grandson of 
Rey. Jacob Geiger, who at one time served 
eight Reformed congregations in Carroll 
County, Md., was born at Manchester, Mda., 
May 23 1846. He was reared in a godly 
home and was a life-long Christian. He 
was a man of fine spirit, and had many 
excellent qualities. After graduating from 
Hahnemann Medical College, Philadelphia, 
in 1878, he practiced medicine for ten 
years in Waynesboro, Pa., and then located 
in Baltimore, where he continued success- 
fully his ministry of healing until the very 
day of his death. He was one of the char- 
ter members and one of the first officers 
of Christ Church, Baltimore, and served 
faithfully as elder and treasurer for many 
years. To him this Church is indebted in 
no small way for his services and support 
so freely given during the whole of its 
history. As he was an eager reader of the 
‘‘Messenger,’’ which came into his father’s 


home and his own home his entire life- 


time, he was interested in the work of 
the Church at large, and was exceedingly 


well versed in Reformed Church history. — 


The funeral service was conducted by his 


pastor, Rev. J. Ll. Barnhart, assisted by 
A. S. Weber and Rev. R. M. Stahl a) 
Besides Mrs. Elizabeth Otto Shower and ~~ 
son Edmund, the deceased is survived by ~ 


Dr. 


seven brothers and sisters: Dr. George Ty © 
Misses Kate and Leonora, Baltimore, and 


Dr. John A., Miss Mary and Mrs. John W. © 


DeHoff, York, Pa., and William H., Mam Bo 


chester, Md. J. dn Be 


Christian Children Beg } _ 
Food as Christmas Gift 9 
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